THE 

Royal  African: 

M  E  M  O  I  R  S 

a  F  THE 

Young  Prince  of  Annamaboe. 

Comprehending 

A  dift in£t  Account  of  his  Country  and  Family ;  his 
elder  Brother’s  Voyage  to  France^  and  Recep¬ 
tion  there*,  the  Manner  in  which  himfelf  was 
confided  by  his  Father  to  the  Captain  who  fold 
him  •,  his  Condition  While  a  Slave  in  Barbadoes ; 
the  true  Caufe  of  his  being  redeemed  »,  his  Voy¬ 
age  from  thence;  and  Reception  here  in 
England . 

Interfpers’d  throughout 

YvTkh  feveral  Historical  Remarks  on  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  European  Nations,  whofe  Subje6h  fre¬ 
quent  the  Coaft  of  Guinea. 

To  which  is  prefixed 

A  LETTER  from  the  Author  to  a  Perfon  of 
Diftinaion,  in  Reference  to  fome  natural  Curiofmcs 
in  'Africa ;  as  weJUs  explaining  the  Motives  which 
induced  him  tocompofe  thefe  Memoirs. _ 

Othello  (hews  the  Mufe’s  utrnoit  Power, 

%  A  bravei  an  fioneft,  yet  a  haplefs  Moor. 

In  Qrtonoh  thine*  the  Hero’s  Mind, 

Witft  native  Luftre  by  no  Art  refin’d. 

Sweet  Juba  flrikes  m  but  with  milder  Charms, 

At  once  renown’d  for  Virtue,  Love,  and  Arms. 

Yet  hence  might  rife  a  ilill  more  moving  Tale, 

But  Shakefpears ,  Addifon?,  and  Southerns  fail  f 

LONDON:  Printed  for  W;  Reeve,  at  Shakefpmrs  Head, 
Fhetftreef  j*  G.  Woodfall,  and  j.  Basns;?,  at  Waring* 
C>  efi ;  and  at  the  Court  of  Requcfls* 


To  the  Honourable 
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T T  is  veYy  natural ,  Sir,  that  you  fhould  be 
*  fur  prized  at  the  Accototts  which  our  News * 
Papers  have  given  you ,  of  the  Appearance  of  an 
African  Prince  in  England  under  Circumjlances  of 
D  if  refs  and  Ill-ufage ,  which  refleff  very  highly 
upon  us  as  a  People .  The  deep  Concern  which  you 

fo  pathetically  exprefs  for  his  Misfortunes ,  is  fuit- 
abk  to  the  Goodnefs  and  Generofity  of  your  Heart ; 
and  as  to  your  Apprehenfions  that  this  Story  will 
not  be  confined  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Britifh 
Dominions ,  wherever  fituated ,  it  is  certainly  very 
jufi  \  for  upon  reading  your  Letter ,  I  made  it  my 
Bufinefs  to  examine  the  foreign  Prints  at  the 
Coffee- Houfes  about  the  K«>yal-Exchange,  where 
they  are  taken  in,  and  found  the  Story  very  cir - 
wmflantially  related  from  Hamburgh.  But  if 
this ,  Sir,  raifes  your  Refentment ,  that  all  Europe 
jhould  be  informed  of  a  Fall  that  does  us  fo  little 
Honour ,  be  pleafed  at  the  fame  Time  to  reflehl, 
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that  thofe  zvho  read  it  muff  at  the  farfteTime  read  the 
general  Abhorrence  with  which  theNews  of  this  Piece 
of.  Treachery  was  received  here  \  and  bow  effefln- 
aUy ,  as  well  as  honourably ,  the  Mi f chief  has  been 
repaired  by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Government \ 
What  my  Friend  told  you,  with  refpeff  to  the 
Pains  taken  by  me,  to  come  as  near  as  pojfible  at 
the  Truth  of  this  Affair ,  was  very  well  founded , 
as  indeed  was  every  thing  elfe  which  he  faid  upon 
that  Occafion  *,  excepting  the  high  Commendations 
be*  was  pleafed  to  beflow  upon  the  Jhort  Account 
that  I  have  committed  to  writing  of  the  Misfortunes 
of  the  Young  African.  The  plain  and  nakedTruth 
is,  that  not  being  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the 
Narrative  in  the  News-Papers ,  and  having  had 
always  a  Curiofity  to  learn,  with  as  much  Exa  fi¬ 
ne  fs  as  may  be,  the  Circumfiances  that  attend 
fuch  extraordinary  Events  as  happen  in  our  own 
Times,  I  have  been ,  perhaps,  more  diligent  and  nice 
in  my  Enquiries  into  the  Matter  of  Faff,  and 
whatever  relates  to  it,  than  many  People,  and  find¬ 
ing  my  Pains  rewarded  by  fome  Acquifitions  of 
Knowledge,  which  I  thought  considerable,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  worth  employing  a  few  lei  fur s  Hours , 
in  reducing  what  I  have  learned  into  feme  Kind  of 
Order ,  that  the  Faffs  and  Obfervations  might  not 
cfc ape  my  Memory.  This  gave  Rife  to  the  follow¬ 

ing  Memoirs,  which  are  heartily  at  your  Service ; 
nor  am  I  at  all  follicitous  about  the  Fate  of  them , 
You  may,  if  you  pleafc,  fhew  them  to  the  Per fons 
you  mention,  or  to  any  of  your  Acquaintance  who 
defire  to  perufe  them  •,  and  you  may  likewife  affure 
them,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  Knowledge,  there  is 
not  aS  y  liable  in  fated  whiik  1  do  not  firmly  believe 
to  be  true. 
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f  mufl  not  however  diffemhlc ,  that  there  are 
many  People  in  the  World  who  affeft  to  treat  this 
Affair  in  another  Light  \  fame  from  that  Jlr&nge 
Principle  of  Incredulity ,  which  induces  them  to 
queflion  the  Veracity  of  every  thing  that  does  7iot 
fall  immediately  within  the  Compafs  of  their  own 
Obfervaticn,  or  does  not  exaftly  tally  with  the 
Notions  they  have  formed  of  Per fons  or  Things ,  tho* 
the  former  may  be  of  no  groeat  Extent,  and  the  latter 
none  of  the  mofl  accurate .  Some  again  have  an 
Interefi  in  the  reprefenting  this  Affair  in  an  oppo - 
fite  Point  of  View ,  which  you  will  very  eafily . 
conceive  \  for  after  Jo  flagrant  a  Breach  of  Trufi., 
as  felling  a  Free -Man,  and  a  Perfon  of  Confide - 
ration ,  whatever  his  Complexion  may  be ,  for  a 
Slave  y.  it  is  710  great  Wonder  that  fuch  as  have 
had  any  Connexion  with  the  Per  fons  concerned  in 
fuch  a  T ran fa £1  ion ,  Jhould  life  till  their  Induftry 
and  Skill  to  leffen  his  Char  after  and  Confederation, 
and  endeavour  to  fereen  fo  flagrant  an  Aft  of  Inr 
juftice ,  710 1  to  give  .it  a  harfher  Name  ;  by  circulate 
ing  Stories ,  which  if  true ,  would  be  far  from 
difculpat.ing  them ;  and  which ,  from  the  vifible 
Absurdities  and  Contradictions  they  are  loaded 
with ,  all  who  have  not  as  much  Interefi  in  be - 
lieving ,  as  the  Authors  of  them  had  for  inventing, 
conflder  as  groun.dk fs  and  falfe.  No  Man  breath¬ 
ing  who  betrays  and  fells  a  Prince,  unlefi  judi-, 
dally  convifted  of  it ,  will  achiowkdge  the  Crime  \ 
efpscially  when  he  has  an  Excuff  fo  ready  at 
Hand ,  as  denying  that  the  Perfon  fo  treated  is 
a  Prince,  tho*  that  Jhould  be  only  a  Quibble  upon 
the  Word. 

There  is,  without  doubt ,  a  great  Propenfity  in 
Viany  of  our  own  People ,  who  have  lived  and  traded 
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in  thofe  Parts ,  to  magnify  fuch  as  were  poffejfed 
of  the  Government  with  whom  they  traded ,  with 
whom  they  had  an  intimate  Acquaintance ,  and 
from  whom  they  received  great  Favours .  It  is 
very  likely  that  fuch  Gentlemen  may  ufe  the  Terms 
Emperor 9  King ,  and  Prince ,  vijible  Impro¬ 

priety  upo?i  fame  Occafions ,  upon  all  with  a 
Liberality  that  may  not  admit  of  a  ftrilt  Juftifi - 
cation.  But  on  the  other  Hand \  fome  other  T ra¬ 
ve  Hers ,  and  thofe  too  commonly  of  the  meaneft 
Sort,  take  an  unaccountable  and  a  very  unwarrant¬ 
able  Liberty  of  treating  fuch  Negro  Governors 
with  a  ludicrous  Contempt .  For  by  this  Means 
they  lofe  themfelves ,  and  teach  the  Seamen  with 
whom  they  converfe ,  to  forget  not  only  all  Decency 
and  Refpelt,  but  (as  bad  Morals  often  accompany 
ill  Manners )  all  DiftinHion  of  Right  and  Wrong  \ 
which  leads  them  into  Practices  equally  baft  in 
their  Nature ,  and  deftrultive  in  their  Confequences\ 
fo  that  while ,  from  a  Vanity  and  Infolence  (which 
are  the  ufual  Effects  of  Ignorance )  they  look  down 
Upon  the  poor  black  People  as  infinitely  beneath 
them,  they  really  degrade  themfelves ,  and  which 
is  much  worfe ,  draw  a  Scandal  upon  their  Coun¬ 
trymen  by  their  barbarous 3  iniquitous ,  and  pro¬ 
fligate  Behaviour. 

One  may  be  eajtly  extricated  out  of  any  Diffi¬ 
culty  that  arifes  as  to  the  juft  Claim  of  the  Young 
African  now  in  England  to  a  Title  of  Diftinffion > 
notwitlffilanding  all  the  Sophifms  of  thofe,  who 
either  from  Prejudice  or  Intereft  pretend  to  difpute 
it.  Things  are  in  all  Countries  the  fame,  how¬ 
ever  the  Names  by  which  they  are  called  may  dif¬ 
fer.  As  for  Inftance,  Rice  brought  from  Guinea 
remains  Rice  when  it  is  brought  -  here  tho*  the 
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Negroes  know  nothing  of  that  Word ,  and  we 
know  as  little  of  theirs  for  that  Kind  of  Corn . 
A  Perfon  who  has  the  fupreme  Authority  in  any 
Diftribl'>  let  it  be  of  a  larger  or  leffer  Extent ,  is% 
in  the  common  Acceptation  of  Speech ,  a  Prince 
and  if  from  his  Influence  our  T rade  may  be  either 
advanced  or  hindered ,  he  deferves  a  *  '~r>portionable 
Refpeft  from  us ,  tho*  he  would  be  cet*„tnly  entitled 
to  Jlrift  Juftice,  whether  he  had  that  Influence  or 
not .  It  is  no  Matter  therefore  what  his  Title 
be  in  Africa,  or  what  the  Nature  of  that  Govern¬ 
ment  which  he  adminiflers  ;  for  if  he  be  at  the 
Head  of  it ,  and  in  conference  of  his  being  at  the 
Head  of  it,  can  afflfl ,  or  injure  us  in  our  Trade, 
be  is  Jiriffiy  fpeaking  a  Prince  ;  and  his  Children 
may  be  Jo  fliled  by  Courtefey  without  any  Soled fm. 
If  at  any  lime  heretofore  we- have  treated  Per  fans 
of  the  like  Rank  with  his  Sons ,  or  even  if  we 
bad  treated  other  Sons  of  his  ever  fo  rudely  or 
indifferently ,  this  is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe  \  for 
we  never  could  have  treated  them  fo  if  they  had 
not  been  in  our  Power  ;  and  our  having  ufed  it 
ill  either  then  or  now,  does  not  reflect  upon  him' 
or  them,  but  upon  us  ;  and  this  Afpcrfion  could 
only  be  wiped  off  by  the  Conduct  that  has  been 
lately  purfued ,  which  is  juft  in  itfelfl  and  there ^ 
fore  honourable  to  us  as  a  Nation. 

I  come  now  to  the  other  Parts  of  your  Letter y9 
in  which  our  Friend  reported  what  I  faid  very 
truly..  The  Perufal  of  thefe  Memoirs  introduced 
a  Fife  our fe  of  the  Curiofities  of  Africa,  which  led 
him  to  enquire  what  I  thought  of  the  Petrified 
City  mentioned  by  fo  many  different  Authors  of 
different  Countries  \  and  as  I  remember  he  hinted* 
that  it  was  ft  range  that  being  di ft  overt  d  fo  k>ng 
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ago  it  Jhould  tome  fo  lately  to  our  Knowledge. 
Upon  which  I  told  him  what  he  reported  to  you,  that 
the  Faft  was  otherwife ,  and  that  we  were  not 
only  acquainted  with  it  very  early ,  hut  that  the 
petrified  Body  of  a  Man  was  actually  fent  over 
hither 9  and  prefented  to  Secretary  Thurloe.  This 
Fa  ft.  Sir ,  is  very  true  ;  and  I  Jhall  readily  give 
you  the  other  Particulars  which  you  are  fo  defirous 
to  learn .  What  I  am  to  tell  you,  Jiands  upon  the 
Credit  of  Conjul  Baker,  who  refided  long  in  Africa, 
was  a  Man  of  great  Integrity ,  and  whoJeTeftimony, 
in  refpeft  to  Falls  within  his  own  Knowledge, 
might  be  very  fafely  relied  on,  as  you  may  be  in¬ 
formed  by  feveral  Perfons  who  were  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him .  But  to  the  Point . 

About  the  Yew  1655,  the  famous  Admiral 
Blake  was  fent  into  the  Mediterranean  to  require 
Satisfaction  from  the  pyratical  States  of  Barbary, 
for  the  Depredations  that  during  our  intefiine  Difi 
turbances  they  bad  committed  upon  Englifh  Subjects  % 
this  Commiffion  he  executed ,  as  he  did  every  other 
with  which  he  was  intrujled,  with  all  the  Honour 
and  Succefs  imaginable .  When  ke  came  before 
Tripoly  he  had  ail  the  Englifli  Slaves  delivered  to 
him  without  Ranfom  *  and  in  the  fhort  Negotiation 
attending  this  Bufin  he  heard  of  the  Difcovery 
of  this  petrified  City,  which  lies  at  the  Difiance 
of  forty  Days  Journey  from  Tripoly,  and  wus 
then  frefh.  As  he  was  a  Gentleman  and  a  Scho¬ 
lar,  his  Curiofity  prompted  him  to  make  a  ftriCt 
Enquiry  into  that  Affair  ;  and  that  he  might  be 
thoroughly  fatisfied,  he  infified  that  a  petrified  Bo - 
dy  Jhould  be  fent  him,  which  was  promifed  by  the 
Regency.  But  as  the  bringing  it  to  Tripoly  took 
up  feme  Time ,  he  failed  before  'it  arrived ,  How- 
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ever  fitch  was  the  Refpeft  borne  to  that  great  Man , 
or  rather  fuch  was  the  T error  of  his  Name ,  that 
this  petrified  Body  was  procured  and  tranfported  to 
Leghorn,  from  whence  it  was  fent  to  England, 
consigned  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  into  whofe  Poffcffi- 
on  it  came  \  but  how  it  was  difpofed  of  after¬ 
wards ,  tbo*  my  Enquiries  have  not  been  wanting , 
I  never  yet  could  be  informed .  In  regard  to  thefe 
Fails  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied  they  are  true . 

The  other  Point  he  mentioned  to  youy  of  my  oh - 
ferving  that  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II, 
an  Englifli  Gentleman  who  was  fent  to  the  River 
of  Gambia,  having  obtained  the  Confidence  of  the 
Negroes  by  his  Kindnefs  and  good  Ufage ,  was  by 
them  diretled  to  a  Gold  Mine^  whither  he  went  in 
a  fmall  Veffel>  and  with  very  few  Hands  y  and  yet 
acquired  there  in  a  Jhort  Space  of  Time ,v  tho *  he 
made  this  Voyage  in  the  mojl  improper  Seafon  cf 
the  Tear ,  an  immenfe  T reafure ,  which  he  brought 
fafely  to  England,  is  fir  Oily  true  in  every  Parti¬ 
cular.  This  Relation  came  originally  from  year 
late  worthy  Neighbour  the  learned  Dr.  Derhatn 
of  Upminfter.  But  as  the  difcuffing  of  this  Mat¬ 
ter  would  take  up  more  Time  than  I  have  at  pre¬ 
fers  to  fpare ,  I  will  referye  it  for  fome  other  Oc- 
cafion ,  when  I  have  greater  Leifure.  In  the  mean 
Time  give  me  leave  to  fay9  that  it  is  from  an  hu¬ 
mane  and  generous  Treatment  0/ Negroes,  and  indeed 
of  all  barbarous  Nations  in  general ,  that  we  mujl 
ope 51  fuch  Difcoveries ,  as  well  as  reap  greater  Ad¬ 
vantages  in  Trade ,  than  other  Nations.  For  what - 
ever  jome  Men  may  thinks  human  Nature  is  the 
fa?ne  in  all  Countries,  and  under  all  Complexions  *, 
and  to  fancy  that  fuperior  Power  or  fuperior 
Knoivledge  gives  one  Race  of  People  a  Title  to 
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tife  another  Race  -who  are  weaker  or  more  ignorant 
with  Haughtiness  or  Contempt ,  is  to  abufe  Power 
and  Science,  and  in  fpite  of  both  to  Jhew  ourfetves 
worfe  MeH  than  thofe  who  have  neither. 

After  giving  you  thefe  Lights  with  refpeCl  to  the 
Subjects  that  feem  to  Jlrike  yon  fo  much,  I  fhould 
take  it  as  a  Favour  if  in  Return  you  would  re¬ 
member  the  RequeSt  I  formerly  made  you  in  Refe¬ 
rence  to  a  Difcourfe  upon  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’/ 
Golden  Difcoveries  in  South  America,  of  which  if 
you  can  procure  me  a  Sight ,  it  will  much  over¬ 
balance  the  little  Trouble  J  have  taken  for  your 
Entertainment,  and  'Will  effectually  bind  me  to 
communicate  any  thing  that  jhatt  hereafter  fall  in 
my  Way,  and  which  you  may  efieem  worthy  of 
your  Notice.  If  that  Paper  comes  to  your  Hand 
before  you  think  of  returning  to  London,  if  you 
iranfnutit  to  the  fame  Per  fen  who  delivered  your 
loft,  he  wilTconvey  it  very  Jafely  to  me,  whether 
I fhould  be  in  Town  or  Country.  I  have  nothing 
farther  to  add ,  but  that,  8cc. 
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Young  Prince  of  Annamaboe . 


H  E  great  Country  of  Guinea ,  in 
the  Senfe  of  our  mercantile  and 
feafaring  People,  is  that  Part  of 
Africa  which  from  Cape  de  Verd9 
or  the  Green  Cape ,  in  the  North 
Latitude  of  14*  30’  extends  to 
the  South  and  Eaft  as  far  as  the  Coaft  of  Angola , 
or  to  the  River  Congo ,  in  the  Latitude  of  6°  0 
South.  The  common  Phrafe  of  the  Coaft  of 
Guinea  is  very  fenfihle,  and  very  fignificant  5  for 
we  really  have  little  or  no  Knowledge  of  any  thing 
but  the.  Coaft  of  this  Country  :  For,  except  here 
and  there,  no  body  has  proceeded  above  fifty 
Miles  within  the  Continent  j  and  hence  it  arifes, 
C  dmi; 
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that  the  interior  Parts  of  Africa  are,  to  all  Intents 
and  Pufpofes,  the  leaft  known  of  any  in  the 
World,  with  the  Situation  of  which  we  are  with 
Certainty  acquainted.  This  fliews  the  Advantage 
of  Navigation  beyond  Travelling  for  Difcovery, 
fince  from  the  Lights  derived  to  us  from  Anti¬ 
quity,  it  appears,  that  thefe  Countries  were  as 
little  known  to  the  Ancients  as  to  us,  tho*  they 
knew  enough  of  one  Part  of  the  Coajl  of  Africa 
to  have  penetrated  into  them,  had  it  been  practi¬ 
cable  by  Land. 

Guinea  then,  or  the  Coajl  of  Guinea ,  taken 
in  the  general  Senfe  before  mentioned,  and  which, 
allowing  for  the  Irregularity  in  the  winding  of  the 
Shores,  comprehends  an  Extent  of  four  thoufand 
Englifh  Miles  and  is  divided  into  North  Guinea , 
which  comprehends  the  Coaft  from  Cape  Verd  to 
Sierra  Liana ,  and  Guinea  properly  fo  called  ; 
which  begins  with  Malaguetta \  or  the  Grain  Coafi ; 
then  follows  the  Ivory  or  Tooth  Coaft,  next  the 
Qiiaqua^  then  the  Gold  Coaft,  beyond  which  lies 
the  Slave  Coaft;  and  the  remaining  Part  is  gene¬ 
rally  called  the  Kingdom  of  Benin . 

The  Situation  of  Guinea  near  the  Equator  ren¬ 
ders  the  Air  torching  hot,  which,  with  the  fre¬ 
quent  heavy  Rains  they  have,  makes  it  very  un- 
wholefome,  efpecially  to  Foreigners.  The  Earth 
is  water’d,  befides  the  Rains,  by  ieveral  little  Ri¬ 
vers  which  fertilize  it,  fo  that  in  fome  Parts  of  it 
they  have  properly  two  Summers  and  two  Win¬ 
ters,  the  latter  not  very  fevere,  as  confifting  only 
of  continual  Rains,  which  occafions  the  unhealthy 
nefs  above  mentioned,  but  fatten  the  Ground,  and 
make  it  fit  to  produce,  as  it  does*  great  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Rice,  Guinea  Pepper,  Indian  Wheat,  and 
fome  Sugar  Canes,  Cotton,  Millet,  and  many 
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forts  of  Grain  and  Fruits,  peculiar  to  that  Count" 
try.  It  has  alfo  Gold  Mines,  Elephants,  Cattle* 
Leopards,  Tygers,  wild  Boars,  Goats,  Sheep* 
Hogs,  Monkeys,  Apes,  very  nimble  and  fport- 
jful,  and  a  Breed  of  Poultry  very  fmall.  The  Sea. 
abounds  in  divers  kinds  of  Fifh,  of  which  a  large 
Account  may  be  found  in  the  many  Defcriptions 
that  have  been  given  of  thefe  Countries. 

It  is  out  of  all  doubt,  that  the  Portuguefe  were 
the  firfl:  Difcoverers  of  thefe  Coafts,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Pretenfions  of  the  French ,  who,  if  their 
own  Words  may  be  taken  for  it,  are  the  Difco¬ 
verers  of  every  thing.  But  what  is  commonly 
faid  of  our  knowing  little  or  nothing  of  thefe 
Parts  till  the  Reign  of  Edward  VI.  is  very  far 
from  being  true.  A  very  authentick  Portuguefe 
Hiftorian  informs  us,  that  John  the  Second  King . 
of  Portugal  fent  a  folemn  Embafiy  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  Anno  Dorn .  1481,  to  defire  that  he 
would  hinder  John  Tintam  and  William  Fabian > 
who  were  preparing  Ships  to  go  to  the  Coajl  of 
Guinea ,  in  the  Service  of  the  Duke  of  Medina  Si - 
doniay  and  they  were  accordingly  prohibited. 

Notwithftanding  which,  however,  they  found 
Means  to  accomplifh  their  Defign,  and  actually 
doubled  Cape  Verd  on  the  5  th  of  March  1482,  and 
rnadefo  profitable  a  Voyage,  that  tho’  they  divided 
their  Gains  with  the  Duke  of  Medina  their  Patron, 
yet  they  put  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a 
piece  in  their  Pockets  ;  and  in  the  Year  1485,  by 
Pint  of  Money,  which  had  always  a  very  great 
Power,  they  procured  a  Liberty  to  trade  from 
Porttfgal ,  and  made  their  Peace  in  England.  Sir 
Peter  Fabian ,  the  Nephew  of  William  Fabian , 
continued  this  Commerce  with  incredible  Profit ; 

C  2  and 
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and  from  that  $Sra,  tho’  not  always  from  Eng¬ 
land,  Englijh  Subjects  were  confiderable  Adven¬ 
turers,  till  fuch  Time  as  Queen  Elizabeth  granted 
a  Patent  to  ’Thomas  Gregory  of  Taunton  in  Scmer- 
fetjhire,  and  William  Pope ,  tor  carrying  on  a  Trade 
to  North  Guinea ?  for  a  certain  Number  o t  Years, 
after  which  our  Traffick  thither  increafed,  and  fell 
from  Time  to  Time  under  new  Regulations. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  before  the  Ci¬ 
vil  War  broke  out,  the  Trade  to  this  Country, 
which  had  ruined  'many  private  Adventurers  for 
want  of  a  Strength  to  protect  it,  and  a  Stock  iuffi- 
cient  to  carry  it  on,  was  put  into  better  Order  by 
a  few  wealthy  and  wife  Citizens,  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  farming  the  King’s  Cuftoms ;  and  the 
Caftle  of  Cormantyn  was  built  at  the  foie  Charge 
of  one  of  them,  which  was  the  firft  and  principal 
Fortrefs  of  our  Nation,  till  it  was  taken  in  the 
Year  1 66 5  by  the  Dutch .  Before  the  Year  1640  it 
was  computed,  that  thofe  interefted  in  the  Guinea 
Trade  divided  upwards  of  fifty  ibottfand  Pounds 
&  Year ;  and  yet  they  fuffered  fome  Lois  and  Dis¬ 
turbance  from  private  Traders.  The  Number  of 
thofe  increafcd  prodigioufly  during  the  Troubles, 
notwithfianding  all  the  Protection  that  could  be 
procured  for  thofe  who  maintained  the  Garrifons, 
from  the  feveral  fluctuating  Powers  that  during 
this  Time  became  uppermoft.  The  Slave  Trade 
more  especially  grew  higher  and  higher  by  Degrees, 
in  Proportion  as  our  Colonics,  and  in  particular 
thft  of  the  Idand  of  *Barbadocs,  came  to  be  in  a 
fiourilhing  Condition.  So  that,  before  the  Re  flo¬ 
tation,  the  purchafing  Negroes  in  Guinea ,  and 
tranfporting  them  to  the  IVeJl- Indies ,  was  become 
3  fettled  and  confiderable  Branch  of  Commerce,  by 
winch  lime  who  were  iniercfitd  in  it  early  made 
. .  ‘  con- 
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confiderable  Fortunes,  notwithstanding  the  many 
Inconvcniencies  to  which  they  were  ftill  expofed 
for  the  want  of  a  proper  Regulation,  as  well  as 
the  Encroachment  of  Foreigners,  and  of  the  Dutch 
more  efpecially,  who  were  indefatigable  in  their 
Labours  to  monopolize  that,  as  they  had  done 
other  Trades,  to  themfelves. 

On  the  King’s  Return  an  Application  was  made 
for  putting  this  Commerce  into  a  new  and  more 
beneficial  Method,  for  the  Sake,  as  was  then  fug- 
gefted,  of  the  Englijh  Sugar  Colonies,  which  were 
in  their  moft  profperous  Condition,  and  for  the 
better  fupplying  them  with  Negroes ,  on  which 
their  Plantations  did  at  that  Time,  and  ftill  dp 
depend.  Accordingly  his  Majefty  King  Charles II. 
in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  incorporated 
a  Number  of  rich  and  adtive  Merchants,  under  the 
Title  of  Royal  Adventurers  far  ejiablijhing  and 
carrying  on  a  tfrade  to  Africa,  But  the  Affairs 
of  that  Company  being  extremely  prejudiced  be¬ 
fore,  and  in  the  Time  of  the  fir  ft  Dutch  War, 
notwithftanding  that  the  Englijh  defended  their 
Forts  and  Settlements  with  great  Courage  and  Con¬ 
stancy,  and  gain’d  fome  Advantages  over  their 
Enemies,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  grant  a  new 
Charter  in  1672,  with  greater  Powers  and  more 
extenfive  Privileges.  It  was  this  that  gave  Birth 
to  the  Royal  African  Company  0/ England,  which 
upon  this  Eftablifiiment  foon  vindicated  the  Rights 
Gi  the  Nation,  and  carried  on  a  moft  glorious 
and  profitable  Trade,  coining  thirty,  forty,  and 
fometimes  fifty  thoufand  Pieces  of  Gold  at  a  Time, 
which  from  thence  received  the  Name  of  Guineas , 
and  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  Elephant  under  the 
Royal  Head,  out  of  the  Metal  they  brought  from 
thence.  Befides  they  exported  vaft  Quantities  of 
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our  native  Commodities  and  Manufactures,  a.> 
well  as  abundance  of  Eaft  Indian  and  other  Fo¬ 
reign  Goods,  and  were  in  thole  Days  confidered 
as  meriting,  in  a  very  high  Degree,  the  Favour  of 
the  Crown,  by  the  Services  they  rendered  their 
Country. 

Amongft  other  Settlements  which  this  Com¬ 
pany  thought  fit  to  make  for  lecuring  and  extend¬ 
ing  their  Commerce,  they  had  one  ac  Annamaboe , 
in  the  Fantin  Country,  upon  the  Gold  Coafi .  This 
was  at  firft  no  more  than  a  Houfe  with  the  Eng- 
lejh  Company’s  Flag  flying,  to  fhew  to  whom  it 
belonged  ;  but  afterwards,  with  Confent  of  the 
Natives,  who  received  an  annual  Rent  for  the 
Ground  upon  which  it  flood,  they  built,  in  1679, 
a  very  neat,  beautiful,  and  ftrong  Fort,  with 
Stone,  Brick,  and  Lime.  This  Fortr  was  feated 
upon  a  Rock  about  30  Paces  from  the  Strand,  hav¬ 
ing  1 2  Brafs  Guns  and  2  Patereroes  mounted  *,  and 
the  Eftablifhment  in  thofe  Times  was  a  chief 
Fadtor,  12  Whites,  and  18  Grometto  Negroes . 
The  Beach,  under  the  immediate  Command  of 
the  Guns,  was  partly  inclofed  with  a  Mud  Wall 
of  eight  Foot  high,  within  which  were  Houfes  for 
the  Company’s  Blacks  •,  as  in  the  Fort  itfelf,  the 
Lodgings  were  very  neat  and  convenient,  and  the 
Warehoufes  large  and  commodious  ;  in  ihort,  it 
was  looked  upon  as  the  belt  anc!  ftrongeft  Place 
upon  that  Coaft  *,  and  while  the  Company  was  in 
its  Proiperity,  was  regarded  as  one  of  its  moft  im^ 
portant  Poll?,  as  tvell  in  the  Point  of  Trade  as  oi 
Situation.  But  by  flow  Degrees,  like  the  reft  of 
cheFortreflesin  the  Hands  of  that  unfortunate  Com¬ 
pany,  it  fell  to  Decay,  loft  firft  its  Beauty,  then 
its  Conveniency,  and  iaftiy,  its  Strength :  lb  that, 
at  this  Time,  it  being  of  no  farther  Ufe,  or  rather 
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its  Owners  having  loft  the  Capacity  of  fupporting 
it,  this  Caftle  has  been  flighted.  The  Walls  and 
Ruins  of  it,  however,  ftill  remain,  the  Ground 
Rent  is  faid  to  be  punctually  paid,  fo  that  the 
Rights  of  the  Company  are  ftill  preferved  -9  and  if 
Hie*  fhould  ever  lift  up  her  Head  again,  and  re¬ 
cover  any  thing  like  her  former  Vigour,  there  is 
nothing  to  hinder  the  Fortrefs  of  Annamahoe  from 
reluming  once  more  its  ancient  Strength  and  Splen¬ 
dour.  But  whether  that  Time  be,  as  feme  think, 
and  many  with,  at  Hand,  or -at  a  Diftance,  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  will  determine. 

The  Fantin  Country  is  as  happily  fituated  as 
any  upon  the  Gold  Coajly  lying  pretty  near  the 
Heart  of  it.  The  Extent  of  this  Country,  how¬ 
ever,  is  far  from  being  great,  making  in  the 
Whole  little  more  than  a  Square  of  fifteen  Leagues  \ 
the  Town  of  Fantin ,  from  whence  it  receives  its 
Name,  being  about  that  Diftance  from  the  Sea, 
and  the  lengt  h  of  the  Coaft-  from  Eaft  to  Weft 
not  more.  There  are  in  it  five  or  fix  large  Towns, 
of  which  that  of  Annamahoe  is  by  much  the  moft 
eonfiderable.  This  Diftrift  is  very  fruitful,  more 
especially  in  Corn,  of  which  there  is  great  Plenty, 
and  in  which  the  Inhabitants  drive  a  great  Trade. 
They  are  not  deftitute  of  Cattle  ;  but  what  they 
have  are  not  much  efteemed,  more  efpecially  in 
Comparifon  with  thofe  of  Why  daw  y  which  are 
fuller  of  Juices  and  better  tafted.  The  Sea  af¬ 
fords  them  a  great  Variety  of  Fifh,  and  taking 
all  Things  together,  this  may  with  great  Juftice 
be  (tiled  a  very  fertile  and  pleafant  Country.  In¬ 
deed  no  great  Commendations  can  be  beftowed 
upon  the  Air,  which  however  is  whoieforher  than 
at  Why  daw  3  ©r  moft  of  the  Places  on  the  Slave 
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Coaft ,  becaufe  the  Country  is  higher,  and  is  not 
fo  much  incommoded  with  Marfhes. 

As  for  the  People  of  Fantin,  they  form  a  free 
Republick ,  the  chief  Magiftrate  in  which  is  the 
Braffo  of  Annamaboe.  This  Title,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Country,  fignifies  Lender  or  Chief, 
and  he  is  afiifted  by  the  Caboceiros ,  Sages  or  old 
Men  of  the  Town.  It  is  univerfally  agreed  by 
all  the  Writers  who  have  mentioned  this  Place, 
that  the  Number  of  fighting  Men  therein,  is  at 
leaft  equal  to  that  of  the  adjacent  Kingdom  of 
Saboe  y  and  yet  it  is  allowed,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Annamaboe  are  not  above  one  fifth  of  the  Fan- 
tinian  Nation,  which  has  often,  in  Time  of  War, 
brought  an  Army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  Men 
into  the  Field  y  and  it  is  aflferted,  that  the  prefent 
Chief  of  Annamaboe ,  Father  to  the  young  African 
now  here,  has  been  at  the  Head  of  a  greater  Num¬ 
ber.  The  Liberty  which  thefe  People  enjoy  makes 
them  both  powerful  and  rich  y  fo  that  the  Eng- 
Ufh ,  the  Dutch ,  and  the  French ,  neither  have, 
nor  pretend  to  have  any  coercive  Power  over 
them,  nor  ever  had,  tho’  the  Town  of  Annamaboe 
lay  immediately  under  the  Guns  of  the  Enghjh 
Fort.  On  the  contrary,  there  have  been  Inftances,  at 
the  Time  the  Affairs  of  the  Englifh  Company  were 
in  a  good  Situation,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Annama¬ 
boe,  when  they  thought  themfelves  ill  ufed  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Englifh  Fort,  have  obliged  him  to 
tranfport  himfelf  to  Cape  Coafl  Caftle ,  from  whence 
a  Succeflfor  was  fent  more  to  their  Mind,  or  they 
would  not  have  receiveci  him. 

The  Source  of  this  Power  of  theirs  was  in  the 
firjl  Place  their  Capacity  of  keeping  the  Fort 
Continually  blocked  up,  and  cutting  off  Supplies 


(  *7  ) 

fef  Provifions,  by  which  thofe  in  the  Place  muft 
have  been  quickly  ftarved.  They  were  alfo  able 
upon  fuch  a  Rupture,  to  have  IHzed  all  the  Paffes 
from  the  inland  Countries,  particularly  from 
AcaneZy  whence  great  Numbers  of  Traders  are 
conftantly  coming  down,  who  bring  not  only 
much  Gold,  but  a  great  many  Slaves ;  and  laftly * 
they  could  in  fuch  a  Cafe  transfer  their  own  Trade, 
which  was  very  confiderable,  either  to  the  Dutch9 
or  to  the  Englijh  Interlopers ,  which  was  a  Thing 
equally  s  fatal  to  the  Company’s  Interefl;  and 
therefore  notwithftanding  their  Fort,  they  were  at 
all  Times  obliged  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with 
the  Inhabitants  and  Braffo  of  Annamahoey  as  their 
Bufmefs  in  that  Country  was  Commerce  not  Do¬ 
minion, 

We  may  from  hence  difcern  the  Advantage  of 
a  free  Government  in  any  Country  or  Climate  upon 
Earth  •,  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Fantinianst  ever 
fince  we  have  known  any  thing  of  them,  have 
been  altogether  independent,  and  have  found  it  no 
difficult  Matter  to  defend  themfelves  againft  all  the 
Monarchs  in  their  Neighbourhood,  that  is,  againft 
all  the  Negro  Nations  fubjedt  to  one  abfolute  Chief, 
whether  Hereditary  or  Elective.  Nay,  the  very 
beft  Writers  of  thefe  Affairs  admit,  that  if  the 
Chiefs  of  the  feveral  Vantinian  Villages  were  tho¬ 
roughly  united,  they  might  eafily  fubdue  many 
of  their  Neighbours.  But  from  the  very  Nature 
of  their  Government  mere  is  no  great  Reafon  to 
expeft  this ;  for  tho*  common  Danger  readily  en¬ 
gages  them  to  arm  for  their  mutual  Defence  \  yet 
the  Suipicion  thefe  Chiefs  have  of  each  other,  and 
their  Apprehenfions  that  whoever  was  entrufted 
with  the  Command  of  an  Army  abroad ,  might 
suake  ufe  of  it  to  the  Prejudice  of  his  Coun¬ 
ty  trymen’s 
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trymen*$  Liberties  at  Homey  keeps  them  From 
forming  any  fuch  Projefts.  Betides  their  long 
Intercourfe  with  the  Europeans ,  the  vaft  Advan¬ 
tages  derived  to  them  from  Trade,  and  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Spirit  which  the  Nature  of  their  Government 
excites,  keeps  up  fuch  an  Equality  arriongft  them, 
as  renders  any  Attempt  to  change  that  Conflitu- 
tion,  from  whence  thefe  Advantages  arife,  abfo- 
lutely  impracticable. 

The  Dutch  Writers  generally  beftow  very  hard 
Names  on  thefe  People  ;  they  fay,  they  are  the 
haughtieft,  proudeft,  and  moft  infolent  Negroes 
on  the  Gold  CoaJly  which  in  plain  Englijhy  means 
no  more  than  that  they  are  the  Weakhieft  and  the 
Freeft,  upon  whom  all  their  Arts  could  never  pre¬ 
vail,  and  with  whom  whenever  they  had  OCcafion 
to  deal,  they  were  obliged  to  aft  more  upon  the 
Square,  than  they  were  ever  inclined  to  ;  and  this 
nptwithftanding  Amjlerdam  Fort  at  Cormaniiny 
built  where  the  Fortrefs  formerly  flood,  which 
was  the  firft  we  (as  is  before  obferved)  ever  ercfted 
for  protefting  our  Commerce  in  Guinea . 

Whatever  temporary  Alterations  may  happen. 
With  refpeft  to  this  or  that  European  Nation,  yet 
the  Trade  to  Guinea  in  general  is  always  iricreaCng, 
infomuch  that  at  prefent  thofe  who  underhand  it 
beft,  are  inclined  to  think,  that  there  is  not  lefs 
than  eighty  thoufand  Slaves  exported  annually  from 
thence,  and  of  thefe  f#me  judged  that  about  a  fixth 
Part  are  purchafed  at  Annamaboey  to  which  Place, 
as  has  been  faid,  they  are  brought,  as  to  a  prin¬ 
cipal  Market,  by  the  inland  Traders.  For  the 
Kings  of  the  interior  Countries  in  Africa ,  are  con¬ 
tinually  at  War  with  each  other,  and  the  Frifoners 
taken  in  Flight,  or  furprized  in  hidden  Excurfions. 
are  fold,  by  both  Parties,  Such  alfo  as  are  con¬ 
demned 
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demned  for  great  Offences,  are  this  Way  difpofed 
of,  and\in  many  Places  when  People  become  in- 
folvent,  they  are  publickly  expofed  to  Sale  for  the 
Ufe  of  their  Creditors. 

There  is  no  great  Wonder  therefore,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  conftant  and  regular  Supply  of  thefe 
miferable  People,  becaufe  the  Sources  of  their 
Mifery,  which  are  no  other  than  the  Vices  of  their 
Governors  and  themfelves,  are  permanent.  It 
may  indeed  appear  furprizing,  that  fuch  prodi¬ 
gious  Drains  have  not  long  ago  entirely  difpeopled 
even  the  wide  Regions  of  Africa  *,  but  this  will 
ceafe  to  be  a  Wonder,  when  the  Populoufnefs  of 
this  Country  is  confidered  in  Places  where  the 
People  are  not  expofed  to  the  dreadful  Scourges 
of  War  and  Famine,  and  are  fo  happy  as  to  en¬ 
joy  a  moderate  Share  of  Liberty.  It  is  faid,  the 
Fantin  Country  is  not  above  two  hundred  Miles 
fquare,  and  that  the  Number  of  the  People,  tak¬ 
ing  in  all  Ages  and  Sexes,  does  not  fall  Ihorl  of, 
but  rather  exceeds  fix  hundred  thoufand  Souls*,  and 
from  thence  we  may  form  fome  Idea  of  the  many 
Millions  that  there  mult  be  in  this  huge  Continent* 

In  a  Country  like  Guinea ,  where  every  Body 
comes  for  what  they  can  get,  where  the  Europeans 
have  traded  for  nq  lefs  than  four  Centuries,  and 
where  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  paft  feveral 
Nations  have  been  bidding  one  againft  another  ; 
and  in  fome  Nations,  Individuals  in  the  lame 
Market,  that  is  in  Effedt  the  Nation  againft  them? 
felves  ;  one  need  not  wonder  that  the  Negroes, 
dull  as  they  are  (nor  are  they  near  fo  dull  as  they 
are  reprefented)  have  been  fufficiently  taught  to 
avail  themfelves  of  their  own  Power,  and  of  the 
Follies  and  Vices,  of  the  Europeans .  The  Por - 
iuguefe,  when  they  were  firft  plagued  here  will* 
Da  fhs 
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the  Dutch ,  taught  the  Negroes  to  debafe  their 
Gold,  and  furnifhed  them  with  Tools  and  Mate¬ 
rials  for  that  Purpofe.  The  Dutch  pra&ifed  the 
fame  thing  in  their  Turn  againft  the  French ,  and 
encouraged  the  laudable  Practice  of  Panyarring , 
that  is,  Man-ftealing.  It  is  allowed,  that  under 
fo  good  Matters  theNegroe-Traders  have  improv¬ 
ed  vaftly,  fo  that  the  Krakra  Gold  is  fometimes 
not  worth  above  twenty  Shillings  an  Ounce ;  and 
it  is  recorded  that  a  French  Captain,  the  firft  Time 
he  vifited  the  Gold  Coaft,  had  a  very  large  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Copper  Filings  impofed  upon  him  for  the 
Duft  of  chat  precious  Metal. 

an  Englijh  Officer  of  great  Experience  and 
Integrity,  having  once  expoftulated  with  a  fenfi- 
ble  Negro  upon  the  Iniquity  of  thefe  Practices, 
and  their  Endeavours  to  raife  continually  their 
Prices  upon  fuch  as  came  fo  far,  and  with  fo  much 
Danger,  to  furniffi  them  wit  a  the  Conveniencies 
of  Life  ;  the  latter  very  pertinently  anfwered, 
€C  That  it  was  true  they  fet  but  a  fmall  Value  on 
tc  their  Gold  before  the  Europeans  came  among 
them  ;  but  obferving  their  Eagernefs  and  Avi- 
dity  for  it,  they  took  it  to  be  their  Fettijh  or 
“  Deity ,  and  that  to  be  fure  their,  own  Countries 
muft  be  very  poor  and  thin,  otherwife  they 
<c  would  not  leave  them  and  run  fo  manyHazards  to 
c<  pick  up  a  little  Duft ,  and  a  few  black  Men,  for 
whom  they  expreffed  fo  much  Scorn  and  Con- 
“  tempt.”  This  ptSinly  Jfhews,  that  good  Senfe 
is  the  Companion  of  all  Complexions,  and  that 
the  Brain  in  black  Heads  was  made  for  the  fame 
JPurpofe  as  in  white ,  whatever  fame  People  may 
imagine. 

There  is  another,  and  indeed  a  more  innocent 
Method,  by  which  the  Europeans  endeavour  to  at¬ 
tach 
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tach  fuch  Negroes  as  have  a  Power  of  ferving 
them,  by  whateverTitles  they  are  diftinguilhed  •,  for 
in  that  too,  when  it  ferves  their  Purpofes,  they 
are  as  lavifh  as  the  proudeft  Son  of  Jet  can  defire, 
and  this  Method  is  bellowing  upon  them  their  own 
Country  Names.  The  Portuguefe  calls  the  Ne¬ 
gros  Chief,  who  is  his  Friend,  Don  Pedro,  or  Don 
Antonio  ;  the  Englijh  give  him  the  familiar  Name 
of  Jack  or  T'cm  •,  and  the  French  fhew  their  good 
Breeding  by  more  founding  Appellations.  All 
mean  the  fame  Thing  at  bottom,  which  is  to  fix 
the  Negroe  new  named  abfolutely  in  their  parti¬ 
cular  Intereft. 

Mr.  Atkins,  >vho  was  Surgeon  to  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  and  publilhed  an  Account  of  his  Voyage  to 
Guinea ,  obferves,  that  one  John  Conny,  who  was 
Caboceiro  at  Cape  V res  Puntas,  exacted  a  Duty 
of  an  Ounce  of  Gold  from  every  Ship  that  came  to 
water  there,  and  fent  a  poor  bare-legged  Black, 
armed  with  a  gold  headed  Cane,  with  the  Name 
John  Conny  infcribed  upon  it,  to  levy  it.  The 
Englijh  Officer,  who  went  afhore  with  the  Men, 
treated  this  Demand  with  the  utmoft  Contempt, 
and  inftead  of  complying  with  it,  bellowed  upon 
John’s,  Meflenger  a  handfome  Volley  of  Sea  Com¬ 
pliments,  interfperfed  with  hard  Names  and  Exe¬ 
crations.  Upon  which  John  feized  all  the  Water 
Calks,  and  made  ten  or  twelve  Men  Prifoners,  by 
the  help  of  a  ftrong  Detachment  of  his  fwarthy- 
coloured  Sub]  efts.  The  Officer  having  now 
learnt  more  Civility,  applied  himfelf  with  good 
Manners  to  John  Conny,  and  began  very  learnedly 
to  inform  him  of  the  Diftindtion  between  a  Mer¬ 
chantman,  and  a  Man  of  War,  and  that  the  latter 
being  a  King’s  Ship,  paid  no  Duties  ;  but  John, 
unmoved  by  his  Sea  Eloquence,  and  provoked  at 
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the  former  Indolence,  broke  his  Head,  adding  at 
the  fame  time  with  an  Oath,  Me  King  here ,  and 
foa  Treaty  was  commenced  and  after  fatisfa&ion 
for  the  Affront,  as  well  as  for  the  liberty  of  water- 
i  ig,  the  Calks  were  replevied,  and  carried  on  board 
full,  to  the  mutual  fatisfa&ion  of  both  Parties. 

This  John  Conny  was,  in  the  Year  1719,  in 
poffeffion  of  the  Brandenburg  Fort,  at  the  Place 
beforemen tioned,  where  he  lived  ;  but  the  Dutch 
thought  the  Habitation  too  good  for  him,  and 
therefore  fent  three  Frigates  and  a  Bomb  Veflel  to 
demand  it,  pretending  that  the  Brandenburghers 
had  fold  it  to  them.  John  received  this  Mef- 
fage  with  refpeft,  but  faid,  c*  They  ought  to 
44  have  fent  him  the  Deed  of  Sale,  but  that 
4C  however  the  Brandenburghers  could  fell  no 

44  more  than  they  had,  and  that  if  they  had  fold 
tc  the'  Brick  and  the  Lime,  they  might  take 

45  them  away  •,  that  for  the  Ground  the  Branden- 
44  burghers  paid  him  Rent  for  it,  and  fince  they 
44  had  quitted  it  he  was  not  difpofed  to  let  it  to  1 
44  any  more  white  Men,  but  would  live  on  it 
44  himfelf.”  The  Republicans  treated  him  upon 
this  as  if  they  confidered  him  as  a  Monarch,  that 
is  to  fay,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  laji  Reafon  of 
Kingsy  cannonaded  and  bombarded  fiercely  for 
fome  Hours,  and  then  fent  an  Officer  and  forty 
Men  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Fort,  which  they 
fancied  by  this  time  John  had  abandoned.  He 
had  fo,  but  it  was  to  poll  himfelf  and  his  Subjefts 
behind  fome  Bufhe^  that  lay  upon  the  Road,  and 
he  had  a  fmaller  Ambufcade  a  little  farther,  who 
(hewing  themfelves  as  the  Dutch  approached,  they 
very  imprudently  threw  away  their  Fire  ;  upon 
which  John  attacked,  furrounded,  and  cut  them 
all  to  pieces,  paved  the  Entrance 'to  his  Houfe 
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with  their  Sculls,  and  remained  fix  Years  after  m 
peaceable  poffeffion  of  the  Fort  which  his  old  Te¬ 
nants  the  Brandenburghers  had  relinquifhed. 

Amongft  other  Places  that  have  of  late  Years 
mended  their  Condition,  we  may  reckon  the  Town 
of  Annamaboe ,  which  commands  all  that  Coaft, 
and  is  the  Center  of  Trade  for  the  Fantin  Coun¬ 
try.  The  Brajfo ,  Head  Caboceiro ,  or  Negroe 
Chief,  values  himfelf  upon  his  Englijh  Name, 
which  is  John  Corrente  ;  he  has  enjoyed  that  Pofl 
long,  is  a  Man,  who  to  very  good  natural  Parts 
having  joined  much  Experience,  is  regarded  even 
by  the  Europeans ,  as  a  very  fenfible  Perfon  ;  and 
as  he  directs  all  Things  in  a  Place  that  is  abfo- 
lutely  independent,  and  in  Right  of  that  direfts 
the  Commerce  of  the  whole  Coaft,  he  has  been 
all  along  courted,  and  careffed  by  fuch  as  have 
found  it  their  Intereft  to  deal  with  him. 

He  is  a  very  confiderable Trader  himfelf  in  Gold, 
Slaves,  and  whatever  elfe  the  Country  affords, 
and  lived  always  upon  very  good  Terms  with  the 
Servants  of  the  African  Company,  who  have  on 
their  Side  taken  care  to  pay  him  his  Rent  very 
exactly  for  the  Fort,  and  that  too  fince  they  found 
it  no  longer  in  their  Power  to  keep  it.  For  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  though  they  flighted  that 
Fort,  yet  they  have  always  had  a  great  Attention 
to  the  Trade  of  Annamaboe ,  and  have  laboured  as 
much  as  in  them  lay  to  preferve  it ;  in  order  to 
which  it  was  necefiary  to  maintain  and  to  depend 
upon  the  Friendfhip  and  good  Faith  of  this  potent 
Negroe,  which  is  now  the  only  Security  they  have 
for  it.  This  fufficiently  fhews  the  Nature  of  his 
Office,  and  the  Extent  of  his  Power  ;  and  yet 
there  are  fome  other  Inftances  which  may  here  be 
very  properly  mentioned,  as  plainly  proving  the 
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Keceffity  of  their  living  Well  with  him,  and  even 
of  having  feme  degree  of  Complaifance  for  a  Per- 
fon  of  his  Character,  whether  we  beftow  upon  it 
a  Negro,  or  an  Englijh  Title,  that  is,  whether  we 
call  him  Caboceiro ,  Prince,  or  plain  John  Cor - 
rente • 

Now  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  the  French ,  who 
are  very  well  eftabliflied  at  IVhydaw ,  have  been  for 
many  Years  defirous  of  having  a  Share  in  the 
Trade  of  Annamaboe ,  and  for  that  Purpofe  took 
extraordinary  Pains  to  gain  the  good-will  of  the 
Caboceir  John ,  as  knowing  no  better,  indeed 
no  other  Way  to  procure  it.  Neither  will  it  ap¬ 
pear  at  all  ftrange  or  unbecoming  in  him,  that  he 
accepted  of  thefe  Addreffes,  or  entered  into  a  Cor- 
refpondence  with  them  ;  for  the  Fantinians ,  as  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  were  never  under  any  kind  of  fub- 
jedlion  to  the  Company,  even  in  its  mod  profpe- 
rous  Condition,  but  held  themfelves  at  full  liberty 
to  deal  with  whom  they  pleafed,  and  to  vend  their 
Commodities  how,  when,  where,  and  to  whom 
they  thought  proper. 

What  without  doubt  induced  him  the  more 
readily  to  enter  into  Dealings  with  them,  was  not 
barely  the  fuperior  Civilities,  but  the  ftrift  Juftice 
arid  generous  Way  of  trading  that  he  met  with 
amongft  them  *,  for  it  mu  ft  be  allowed,  that  the 
Negroes  find  all  thefe  Qualities  in  the  Subjects  of 
that  Crown,  who  £t*e  employed  in  the  Manage¬ 
ment- of  Affairs  m  Africa*  Yet  no  'Argument 
mult  be  drawn  from  hence  in  favour  of  that  Peo¬ 
ple,  as  if  their  Virtue,  Piety  or  Honour,  ex¬ 
ceeded  thole  of  other  Nations,  finee  nothing  like 
that  is  the  Cafe  ;  they  are  not  a  Grain  better,  but 
only  a  little  wifer  than  their  Neighbours.  As  yet  they 
are  very  far  from  being  powerful  in  thefe  Parts, 
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for  the  Edablifhment  that  they  have  at  Whydaw , 
which  they  call  Juda ,  and  the  Butch  Fida7  is  ai¬ 
med  the  only  one,  at  lead  of  any  Importance,  that 
they  have  upon  the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  and  therefore 
to  fupply  the  want  of  Force  they  have  recourfe  to 
Condefcenfion,  Affability,  Fair-dealing,  and  giving 
a  gooc}  Price. 

NoW  from  whatever  Motives  Men  are  led  to 
behave  in  this  manner,  it  is  certain  that  let  them 
be  of  what  Colour  they  will,  or  come  from  where 
they  will,  they  mud  be  regarded  as  honed  Tra¬ 
ders,  and  good  Cudomers  •,  indeed  of  late  Years 
this  Trade  is  grown  of  very  high  Confequence  to 
that  Nation,  becaufe  of  the  prefent  Demand  of 
Negroes  from  their  American  Colonies,  which  is 
the  Reafon  of  their  being  fo  attentive  to  whatever 
may  promote  and  extend  their  Commerce  on  the 
Goad  of  Guinea  ;  and  this  it  is  that  engages 
them  to  aft  in  the  manner  they  do,  and  to  neg- 
left  no  Opportunity  of  ingratiating  themfelves 
with  the  black  Chiefs,  or  of  fupplanting  their 
Rivals  in  Trade,  who  were  fettled  here  long  before 
them.  In  this,  without  quedion,  they  aft  wifely 
and  worthily,  rlor  with  any  Realon  can  we  blame 
them  •,  but  at  the  fame  time  it  ought  to  put  us  up¬ 
on  our  guard,  and  excite  us  to  be  very  aftive  and 
vigilant  in  an  Affair  which  fo  nearly  concerns  our 
Honour  and  Intered,  and  in  which,  notwithdand- 
ing  all  their  Arts  and  Influence,  they  can  never 
hurt  us,  unlefs  by  Negligence  or  Inattention,  we 
concur  to  prejudice  ourfelves. 

But  tho9  the  great  Affiduity  and  condant  Civi¬ 
lity  of  thefe  new  Traders  made  fome  Impreffion 
upon  the  Negro  Caboceiro ,  and  induced  him  fo 
far  to  gratify  their  Inclinations  as  to  take  off’  confi- 
dcrable  Quantifies  of  their  Goods,  and  to  furnifli 

E  them 
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them  in  return  with  Gold  and  Slaves  :  He  not*' 
witlidanding  continued  to  keep  up  a  fair  Cor¬ 
respondence  with  our  African  Company?  and 
Shewed  them  it  was  not  a  mere  Compliment  when 
lie  valued  himfelf  upon  being  an  Englifhman .  The 
French  faw  and  were  piqued  at  this,  becaufe  it 
hurt  their  national  Vanity,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
it  was  prejudicial  to  their  Intereft,  they  redoubled 
their  Attacks  therefore  in  order  to  engage  him  en¬ 
tirely  :  for  tho*  they  could  have  ho  Hopes  of  en- 
groffing  the  Trade,  yet  they  were  executively  de* 
firous  of  being  the  mod  favoured  Nation  at 
Annamabce .  To  carry  this  to  its  utmoft  Extent, 
they  boafted  mightily  of  the  great  Power  of  their 
King,  the  Magnificence  of  his  Court,  the  Extent 
of  his  Dominions,  die  Number,  Wealth,  and  Po- 
litenefs  of  his  Subjects.  Honed  John  Corrente , 
who  had  imbibed  a  Tinfture  of  the  Englijh  Spirit, 
would  now  and  then  crofs  them  a  little,  and  Teem¬ 
ed  to  doubt  whether  all  they  faid  was  true  j  upon 
which  they  took  Occafion  to  propofe  his  fending 
one  of  his  Sons  over  to  France ,  who  might  not 
only  fee  that  Matters  were  really  as  they  had  dat¬ 
ed  diem,  but  might  himfelf  feel  the'  good  Effe&s 
of  the  dear  Light,  in.  which  they  had  reprefen  ted 
the  Power,  the  Probity,  and  [the  kind  Behaviour 
of  the  Caboceiro  of  Annamahoe . 

At  fird  this  made  little  or  no  Impreftion,  but 
being  earnedly  pufhed  and  often  repeated,  the  Ne¬ 
gro  Chief  began  to  reffeeb  within  himfelf  upon  the 
Confequences  that  might  attend  it,  and  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  that  mud  a  rife  horn  having  one  of  his 
Children  more  knowing,  and  by  far  better  bred 
than  any  of  his  Countrymen  ever  were  ;  and  by 
running  this  over  in  his  Mind,  he  faw,  or  at  lead 
he  thought  he  faw*  ib  fair  a  Profpeft,  attended 
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with  fo  few  Difficulties  or  Inconveniencies,  that 
in  the  End  he  confented  to  their  Propoficion,  and 
declared  his  Refolution,  that  when  the  next  French 
Ships  came  to  Whydaw ,  he  would  fend  one  of  his 
Sons  on  board  them,  to  be  carried  by  them  to 
France  at  their  Return,  which  gave  thofe  who 
had  negotiated  this  Matter  vail  Satisfaction. 

It  is  a  vu’gar,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  mod 
erroneous  Opinion,  that  the  Negroes  upon  the 
Coafl:  of  Guinea  have  little  or  no  Tendcrnefs  for 
their  Children,  but  fell  them  frequently  for  Slaves 
without  Concern.  This  is  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that  no  People  in  the  World,  generally  lpeaking, 
•exprcfs  greater  Kindnefs  for  their  Offspring  than 
they  do,  allowing  for  the  Manners  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  and  the  Hardinefs  with  which  they  are  brought 
up.  On  lome  Parts  of  the  Coad  indeed,  if  Chil¬ 
dren  are  undutiful,  upon  Complaint  to  the  King 
or  Magiftrates,  they  are  thrice  admonifhed  :  and 
at  length  the  Father  has  a  Power  given  him,  to  pre¬ 
vent  woife  Confequences,  to  fell  them  in  cafe 
they  will  not  be  reclaimed  ;  but  this  very  Praftice 
direCily  refutes  that  Notion.  It  mult  however  be 
granted,  that  Inflances  there  are  of  Negroes  fell¬ 
ing  their  Children  •,  but  in  Times  only  of  exceffive 
Famine,  when  they  part  with  them  to  preferve 
the  Childrens  Lives  and  their  own. 

This  was  the  Cafe  about  twenty  Years  ago  a- 
mongft  the  People  of  Why  daw ,  when  the  King  of 
Dahome  drove  them  out  of  their  Country,  and 
obliged  them  to  take  Shelter  upon  foveral  barren 
Elands  not  far  from  the  Coaft,  where,  for  want 
of  Canoes,  it  was  impoffible  for  his  Troops  to  fol¬ 
low  them.  The  Diftrefs  to  which  People  are 
driven  in  fuch  Cafes  of  Neceffity,  exempts  their 
E  2  Actions 
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A&ions  From  turning  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  ge¬ 
neral  Chara&crs.  Hunger  and  the  Sword  arc 
very  preffing  Arguments  with  white  People  as  well 
as  black  ;  and  therefore,  what  they  compel  Men 
to,  can  never  be  taken  for  the  Cuftom  of  any 
Nation.  In  the  prefent  lnftance,  the  Precaution 
of  the  Negro  Chief  fhews  him  not  to  have  been 
at  all  defiitute,  either  of  found  Senfe  or  paternal 
Affection*,  he  thought  it  for  his  own  Incereft,  and 
for  that  of  his  Family,  to  fend  one  of  his  Sons  to 
F)  0 ance  ;  but  that  Son  was  born  of  a  Slave,  which 
is  a  Circum fiance  among  the  Negroes  that  creates 
a  kind  of  Illegitimacy  ;  and  we  fhall  fee  that  he 
was  not  altogether  fo  cautious,  when  he  thought  fit 
to  truft  another  Child  in  Englifh  Hands. 

The  young  Negro  was  lent  over  to  France 
with  proper  Recommendations  to  the  Company  *, 
and  thefe  made  not  only  a  ftrong  Impreffion  on 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  addreffed,  but  alfo  up¬ 
on  the  Court,  to  which  they  were  immediately 
communicated.  The  Son  of  the  African  Chief 
was  received  with  all  the  Honours  due  to  a  Prince; 
he  was  not  only  cloathed,  lodged,  maintained,  and 
attended,  but  educated  in  all  Refpedls  in  a  Manner 
fuitable  to  one  of  that  Dignity ;  and  as  fuch  was 
received  and  treated  at  Court,  where  he  appeared 
on  all  Occafions  in  a  fplendid  Drefs,  and  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  wear  a  Knot  upon  his  right  Shoulder, 
which  as  now  we  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  French 
Cuftoms  needs  no  Explanation, 

Due  Care  was  taken  to  inform  the  Father  of  his 
Son  VReception  and  Situation  ;  and  after  he  had 
remained  in  France  a  proper  Time,  and  all  ima¬ 
ginable  Care  had  been  taken  to  fhew  him  every 
thing  that  might  give  him  high  Ideas  of*  the  King 
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and  People,  he  was  lent  home  in  one  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Ships,  in  a  very  handfome  Manner,  and 
with  fine  laced  Cloaths  to  dazzle  the  Eyes  of  the 
Negroes,  and  to  draw  the  Father  over  entirely 
to  the  French  Intereft,  There  is  no  doubt  to  be 
made  that  he  was  very  welcome  to  the  old  Cabo- 
ceiro,  who  was  highly  pleafed  to  fee  his  Son  fafe 
returned  to  Africa ,  and  to  hear  what  mighty  Ho¬ 
nours  had  been  paid  him  in  Europe  •>  he  expreffed 
himfelf  in  very  full  Terms  upon  this  Subject  to  the 
French  Agents,  with  whom  he  dealt  more  largely 
than  formerly,  but  without  eftranging  himfelf  from 
the  Englijh. 

This  Conduft  of  the  French  Nation  will  appear 
more  laudable  the  more  it  is  weighed,  the  more 
it  is  fxfced  and  conlidered  *,  for  undoubtedly  no¬ 
thing  could  contribute  more  to  the  fpreading  a  ge¬ 
neral  good  Opinion  of  the  French  Nation  amongft 
die  Negroes,  or  produce  a  (tronger  Effect  upot* 
the  particular  Per  ion  it  was  -meant  to  gain.  All 
the  Inland  Traders  coming  from  the  mod  diftant 
Part  of  Africk  to  bring  their  Gold  and  Slaves  to 
Annamaboe ,  had  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  the 
young  African  in  all  his  French  Finery,  and  to 
hear  from  his  own  Mouth,  not  only  the  Tefti mo¬ 
nies  of  Refpect  paid  him,  and  the  high  Civilities 
fliewn  him  by  Perfpns  of  the  firffc  Quality,  and 
fuch  as  were  nearcfl  in  Power  and  Blood  to  the 
Throne ;  but  alfo  the  vaft  Extent  of  the  Domini¬ 
ons,  the  Number  and  Difcipline  of  the  Forces,  the 
Affluence  and  Profperity  of  the  People  fubjeci  to 
the  French  King.  The  Credit  due  to  his  Ac¬ 
counts  were  doubly  inforced  by  his  being  an  Eye- 
witnefs,  relating  what  he  faw,  what  he  had  an 
Opportunity  of  examining*  and  what  it  was  im^ 

poffibie 


(  3°  > 

Pofiible  for  him  to  be  deceived  in  j  and  by  his  be¬ 
ing  himfelf  a  Negro,  their  Countryman,  one 
whom  they  had  no  Caufe  to  fufpeft,  and  whole 
Appearance,  joined  to  the  concurring  Teftimo- 
nies  of  his  Father,  and  the  French  Traders,  deliver¬ 
ed  them  from  any  Apprehenfions  of  his  meaning 
to  deceive  them. 

So  high  a  Charaftcr  to  be  fpread  amongft  fo 
many  Thoufands  of  People  was  very  cheaply 
purchafed  by  two  or  three  Years  Board  to  a  Angle 
Man,  and  the  Prefent  of  a  few  fine  Cloaths  when 
he  was  fent  home.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  convincing  Proof  of  the  Abilities  and  Inte¬ 
grity  of  the  Company’s  Agents  in  Africa,  who 
both  formed  and  executed  a  Scheme  of  fuch  Con- 
fequence  to  their  Nation,  with  fo  great  Dexterity, 
and  who  were  feconded  fo  thoroughly  by 
the  Company  and  the  Court.  We  are  apt 
enough  to  copy  French  Cuftoms,  French  Fafhion, 
and  'French  Tafte  in  Trifles  v  in  this  Refpect  it 
would  not  be  amifs  to  copy  their  Policy,  fince  it 
is  very  certain  that  the  Trade  of  France  is  very 
much  the  Care  of  the  Court,  by  which,  to  fay 
the  Truth,  it  principally  thrives  •,  for  wanting  the 
Advantages  that  we  pofiefs,  an  extenfive  Freedom, 
and  a  Number  of  wealthy  Merchants,  nothing 
could  contribute  to  fix  and  eftablith  their  Trade 
here,  in  the  Eajl  Indies,  or  in  the  IVefi,  if  the 
Court  did  not  lend  its  Influence  and  Afliftance. 

It  was  not  only  with  the  Engliflo  and  French 
Companies  that  the  Caboceiro  of  Annamaboe  main¬ 
tained  a  clofe  Correfpondence,  but  with  the  fepa- 
rate  Traders  of  the  former  Nation  alfo,  who  in 
modern  Times  have  much  improved  and  extend¬ 
ed  their  Commerce  in  thofe  Parts,  not  only  by 

the 
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the  Advantage  they  have  of  trading  without  the 
Incumbrances  of  Forts,  Garrifons,  and  regular 
Eftablifhments,  of  all  which  however  they  enjoy 
the  Protection,  but  by  their  keeping  a  Kind  of 
fettled  Magazines  or  floating  Factories  almoft  con- 
ftantly  on  the  Coafts,  from  whence  they  are  enabled 
to  fupply  the  Negroes  continually  with  a  Variety 
of  Goods  *,  and  that  too  at  a  very  cheap  Rate, 
which,  tho*  a  Convenience  and  an  Advantage  to 
thofe  People,  finks  the  Value  of  Britijb  Commo¬ 
dities  and  Manufactures  in  Guinea ,  and  raifes  the 
Price  of  Slaves  in  our  Colonies  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies. 

With  thefe  Traders  the  Caboceiro  had  a  con¬ 
joint  Intercourfe,  took  off  vaft  Quantities  of  their 
EffeCts,  and  afforded  them  in  return  the  Prime 
of  every  Thing  that  came  to  his  Plands.  For  In- 
terefi  is  a  univerfal  Deity,  the  Fettijh ,  as  thefe 
People  call  it,  of  the  Negroes,  as  much  as  of  the 
Europeans  \  and  notwithftanding  any  Ties  of 
Friendfhip  and  old  Acquaintance  with  the  Jfrican 
Company’s  Servants,  towards  whom  he  always 
carried  himfelf  with  Civility  and  Refpect,  his 
Vifits,  for  the  Reafons  beforementioned,  were  very 
frequent  to  the  feparate  Traders,  and  from  the 
very  fame  Motives,  thofe  who  were  entrufted 
with  the  Management  of  their  Concerns,  paid 
him  ail  the  Marks  of  extraordinary  Complaifance 
that  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Negroe  Vanity  could 
expert  or  defire  ;  they  knew  his  Influence,  which 
made  them  ready  to  court  him,  tho%  when  out 
of  the  Reach  of  it  (as  is  natural  enough)  they 
may  affeCt  to  ridicule  and  defpife  it. 

A  certain  Captain,  who  was  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Directors  of  this  Kind  of  Commerce,  and 

more 
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more  efpecially  of  the  new  Scheme,  laboured 
with  a!!  the  Addrefs  of  which  he  was  Matter,  to 
render  himlelf  a  Favourite  with  the  Caboceiro  of 
Annamaboe  \  in  order  to  which,  he  neglefted 
nothing  that  might  either  contribute  to  promote 
his  Interett,  or  gratify  his  Inclinations  •,  he  was 
remarkably  punctual  in  all  Tranfadtions  with  him, 
and  very  willing  to  give  him  Credit  (which  is 
often  neceflary)  for  as  much  and  as  long  as  his 
Occafions  required.  In  fhort,  he  not  only  fought 
to  acquire  his  Confidence  as  a  Trader,  but  took 
every  Step  that  he  could  poffibly  devife  to  live 
with  him  upon  the  familiar  Footing  of  a  Friend 
and  the  better  to  accomplilh  this,  he  put  on  a 
feeming  Attention  for  the  Negroes,  and  a  Degree 
of  Complaifance  for  their  Manners  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever  little  to  their  Honour,  it  mutt  be  confeffed 
is  not  very  unufual  amongft  the  Europeans  of 
every  Na;ion,  who  have  for  a  Courfe  of  Years 
frequented  the  Coall  of  Guinea . 

By  the  Practice  of  Arts  like  thefe,  it  is  not  at  all 
ftrange  that  he  fully  accomplilhed  his  Defign;  and 
grew  not  only  into  fuch  Credit,  but  into  fuch 
Intimacy  with  John  Corrente ,  that  he  was  fcarce 
more  Matter  on  board  than  afhore,  which  an- 
fwered  all  his  Purpofes  perfedtly,  as  well  with 
Regard  to  Eafe  and  Conveniency  in  living,  as 
procuring  unufual  Advantages  in  his  Dealings, 
w4aich  turned,  or  might  have  turned  very  much 
to  his  Account.  For  there  is  nothing  that  gains 
more  upon  the  Negroes,  more  efpecially  in  their 
own  Country,  and  where  they  are  not  at  ail  in 
Danger  of  feeling  the  Effects  of  a  fudden  Change 
of  Temper,  than  this  familiar  Manner  of  aflo- 
dating  with  them,  which  proceeds  from  their 

natural 
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natural  Deference  for  white  Men,  and  the  Pleafure 
as  well  as  Pride  they  have  in  living  upon  a  Level 
and  an  Equality  with  them  •,  which  at  the  fame 
Time  contributes  not  a  little  to  heighten  the  Re¬ 
verence  and  Refpefc  paid  them  by  thofe  of  their 
own  Complexion,  who  are  naturally  apt  to  fancy 
that  there  muft  be  Qualities  peculiarly  great  and 
noble,  in  Perfons,  who  are  thus  admitted  into  Friend¬ 
ship,  and  a  clofe  Correspondence  with  Captains 
and  others  of  fuperior  Rank  among  the  Whites . 
Befides,  it  affords  them  many  Opportunities  of 
prying  into,  and  difeovering  what  otherwiie  they 
could  never  any  Way  reach,  as.  the  Negroes  are 
a  cunning  and  Subtle  People,  in  common  with 
other  barbarous  Nations  •;  for  this  Turn  of  Mind 
is  chiefly  owing  to  want  of  Education,-  and  a 
Power  of  thinking  extenfively,  that  forces  Men 
to  aim  at  compafling  what  they  want  by  the 
Strength  of  their  own  narrow  Abilities,  which 
drives  them  into  crooked  Paths,  juft  as  Workmen 
.perform  Things  but  rudely  and  imperfectly  who’ 
have  the  Ufe  only  of  a  few,  and  thofe,-  it  may  be, 
but  coarfe  and  unhandy  Tools. 

It  was  to  this  Captain  particularly,  that  the 
Caboceiro  of  Annamaboe  opened  himfelf  frequently 
upon  the  Plead  of  his  Son’s  Voyage  to  France , 
and  the  Senfe  he  had  of  the  great  Plonours  that  were 
done  him  during  his  Reiidence  in.  that  Country  j 
afking  at  the  fame  Time,  what  Difference  there 
was  between  France  and England?  whether  the  latter 
was  as  good  a  Country ,•  the  King  as  powerful, 
or  his  Subjects  as  rich  ?  to  which  the  Captain 
gave  fuch  Aniwers  as  he  judged  convenient,  not 
apprehending  perhaps  at  firft,  to  what  thefe  In¬ 
quiries  tended.  When  Opportunities  offered,,  the 
F  Caboceiro, 
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Caboceiro,  propofed  the  fame  Queflion  to  fuch 
of  the  Company’s  Servants  as  he  had  OcctTion 
to  tranfact  Bufmefs  with,  from  whom  he  receiv¬ 
ed  more  clear  and  explicit  Anfwers,  and  who 
told  him  plainly  that  the  French  were  a  Nation 
that  delighted  in  Pomp  and  Splendour  ;  but  that; 
the  Englijh  were  much  fuperior  to  them  in  Naval 
Power,  and  in  the  Extent  of  their  Trade  ;  of  which 
the  Negroe  was  ealily  convinced,  on  comparing 
the  Number  of  Ships  fent  by  the  two  Nations 
on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea .  From  thefe  Convex 
fations,  he  picked  up  Hints  that  were  very  fervicc- 
nb!e  to  him  in  many  Refpedts,  and  enabled  him 
to  lilt  even  out  of  the  French  Traders  themfelves 
Matters  of  FaCt,  that  left  him  no  Room  to  doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  what  the  Englijhmen  had  told 
him . 

This  dwelt  very  much  upon  his  Mind,  and 
finding  how  ufeful  the  Knowledge  which  one  of 
his  Sons  had  acquired  by  Travel  was,:  by  his  ferv- 
ing  as  an  Interpreter  with  one  Set  of  People,  he 
had  a  Mind  to  procure  the  like  Advantages,  by 
employing  another  Son  to  enter  as  thoroughly 
into  the  Affairs  of  another  Nation  ;  which  from 
their  Superiority  in  Trade,  and  much  greater 
Variety  of  Commodities  and  Manufactures  in  which 
they  dealt,  promifed  Hill  greater  Advantages. 
Several  Accidents  concurred  to  fortify  him  in  this 
Opinion  *  but  particularly  his  obferving  that  the 
Englijh  feparate  Traders  were  much  keener,  and 
more  expert  in  the  Management  of  their  Bufmefs 
than  the  French  ;  that  they  frequently  formed 
Schemes  of  outwitting  them  in  their  Commerce,  and, 
generally  freaking,  fucceeded  in  it  ?,  and  in  refpeft 
to  this,  he  was  the  more  confirmed  by  conferring 
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with  the  moft  experienced  of  his  own  Nation, 
whole  Oblervations  concurred  in  this  Particular, 
as  likewife  did  thofe  of  the  Inland  Merchants, 
whole  Demands  were  chiefly  for  Britijh  Goods 
and  Manufactures. 

The  Son  he?  intended  to  lend  to  England ,  and 
who  is  actually  here  at  prefent,  was  his  greateft 
Favourite  ^  his  Mother  was  not  only  a  free  Wo¬ 
man  and  his  chief  Wife,  but  alfo  the  Daughter  of 
one  of  the  principal  Perfons  in  the  Country.  The 
Youth  had  been  always  diftinguilhed  by  the  quick- 
nefs  of  his  Parts,  and  the  Affability  of  his  Behaviour, 
as  well  as  by  a  graceful  Deportment,  and  a  very 
agreeable  Perfon.  Pie  had  lived  for  a  Time,  when 
a  perfect  Child,  in  the  Fort  with  one  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Company’s  principal  Officers,  where  he  had 
learned  to  fpeak  Englijh ,  and  had  acquired  a  great 
Confidence  in  as  well  as  a  fincere  Affection  for  the 
Nation.  The  old  Caboceiro  encouraged  this  Dif- 
pofition  in  him  all  he  could,  told  him  frequently 
that  himfelf  was  an  Englijhman%  and  that  he  ought 
to  think  himfelf  fo  too  ;  that  the  Englijh  were 
their  beft  Friends,  and  treated  them  with  the  moil 
Kindnefs,  that  they  were  a  great  and  powerful 
Nation,  as  appeared  from  the  Number  of  Ships 
that  arrived  annually  in  the  Road  of  Annamahoe^ 
and  their  rich  Cargoes  *,  that  their  Dominions  in 
oilier  Parts  muff  be  very  large  and  productive  of 
vaft  Riches,  fince  they  bought  yearly  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Blacks,  who  were  employed  in  their  Tillage 
and  Cultivation,  and  that  therefore  he  could  not  do 
better  than  to  improve  that  Kindnefs  and  Eftecni 
they  had  for  him,  by  endeavouring  every  Day  to 
merit  more  and  more  their  Favour  and  Friond- 
fliip. 
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As  thefe  Rules  fuitcd  exactly  with  his  Inclina¬ 
tion,  the  Lad  purfued  them  with  all  the  Spirit  and 
Diligence  imaginable,  attached  himfelf  entirely  to 
the  EngliJIo  who  frequented  the  Port,  and  from 
thence  was  taken  Notice  of  and  carcfled  by  them 
in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner.  The  French 
Traders  cafily  perceiving  how  much  this  Son  was 
beloved  of  his  Father  and  refpe&ed  in  the  Family, 
as  well  as  pleafed  with  the  Modefty  of  his  Car¬ 
riage,  and  his  fuperior  Abilities,  were  not  wanting 
in  their  Application.^  which  however  had  very 
little  Effedt ;  for  tho*  he  was  never  deficient  in 
Civility,  yet  his  Humour  of  piquing  himfelf  upon 
being  an  Englijhman*  and  the  ftrong  Impreffions 
he  had  received  in  the  Fort,  gave  him  a  Diftafte 
to  that  Nation,  which  it  was  not  poffiblc  for  him 
to  conceal.  He  was  befides  very  little  (truck  with 
Finery,  and  had  accuftomed  hnnfelf  to  a  frank 
and  open  Manper  of  exprefilng  his  Sentiments^ 
without  the  Glofs  of  Compliments  or  any  dark 
Referves. 

Amongft  all  the  People  that  had  Bufinefs  with 
the  Caboceiro  of  Annamaboe ,  the  Captain  before- 
mentioned  had  not  only  the  greateft  Credit  with 
him,  but  was  the  freed:  and  mod  intimate  with  his 
Family  ;  and  feeing  his  Father’s  Affedtion  for 
him,  profefled  always  a  peculiar  Regard  and  a 
lingular  Tendernefs  for  this  Youth  ;  who  on  his 
Part  loved  him  with  the  Sincerity  natural  to  his 
Years,  and  teftified  as  much  Duty  towards  him 
as  if  he  had  been  his  Father.  When  therefore 
the  old  Caboceiro  exprefied  in  general  Terms  his 
>Vifn,  that  fome  Opportunity  might  offer  of  fend¬ 
ing  him  to  England  that  he  might  be  educated 
-he re,  and  acquire  that  Knowledge  which  render¬ 
ed 
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cd  white  Men  fo  much  fuperior  to  themfelves, 
and  to  the  reft  of  the  Negroe  Nations  *,  it  was 
very  agreeable  News  both  to  the  Lad  and  to  the 
Captain. 

The  former,  to  whom  the  Englijh  had  given 
the  Name  of  Cupid,  as  mod  expreffive  of  his 
fweet  and  amiable  Temper,  fliewed  the  greateft 
Willingnefs  imaginable  to  enter  into  his  Father’s 
Scheme,  and  to  make  a  Voyage  to  Europe ;  as  on 
the  other  Hand  the  Captain  leaned  to  be  ravifh’d 
with  the  Propofal,  which  at  once  fliewed  the  Con¬ 
fidence  of  the  old  Man,  and  afforded  him  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  adding  to  the  Marks  of  Kindnels 
and  Good-will,  that  he  had  formerly  given  to  his 
Son,  Their  Voyage  to  England  was  thencefor¬ 
ward  the  foie  Topick  of  their  Conversation  *,  the 
Father  was  fettled  in  his  Refolution,  the  Boy  was 
delighted  with  it,  and  the  Captain  fpoke  to  him 
in  a  Language  that  was  perfectly  paternal.  He 
was  continually  forecafting  what  Advantages  he 
might  draw  from  this  Adventure,  and  without 
knowing  it,  was  a  very  true  Prophet  of  the  Refpedt 
snd  Efteem  which  the  young  Man  would  certainly 
attract  by  his  good  Qualities,  when  in  England, 
In  a  Word,  this  Project  was  the  great  Topick 
ot  Difcourfe  in  the  Family,  and  they  all  delighted 
tliemfcives  with  the  Expectation  of  feeing  with 
what  mighty  Improvements  their  young  Eng- 
lijhman  would  return  to  Annamaboe . 

As  the  Seafon  was  at  a  Diftance  in  which  the 
Captain  propofed  to  depart,  all  Parties  had  fuf- 
heient  Leifure  to  contemplate  their  refpeftive 
Schemes  in  every  Light,  of  which  they  were  ca¬ 
pable,  and  to  flatter  their  Imaginations  with  any 
Circumftances  that  might  f*t  off  and  adorn  them. 

The 


The  Cabccuro  might  probably  propofc  the  p;\> 
Serving  in  his  Family  that  Foil  of  Honour,  tho' 
in  its  Nature  elective,  by  rendering  his  Children 
lb  much  iuperior  in  Knowledge  to  his  Country¬ 
men  *,  and  at  the  lame  time  qualifying  them  to 
ferve  the  Community  with  luch  extraordinary  Ad 
vantages.  His  darling  Son  ran  over  in  his  Mind 
all  the  Itrange  Things  he  had  heard  in  the  Englijh 
Fort,  or  among  the  Traders  and  Sailors  of  that 
Nation  :  He  pleated  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of 
feeing  thefe,  and  of  comprehending  perfectly  a 
Multitude  of  Subje&s,  of  which  in  fpite  of  all 
his  Inquiries  he  had  only  dark  and  confufed  Ideas* 
In  reipect  to  the  Captain,  it  may  be  prefumed 
from  his  future  Condud,  that  he  looked  upon  his 
young  Pupil  as  an  Acquifmon  of  fo  much  Wealth 
as  he  would  fell  for,  and  applied  himfelf  be  tides 
to  make  all  the  Ules  in  his  Power  of  the  Cahoceiro' s 
Intereft  and  Influence*  while  he  remained  in  the 
Country. 

Indeed  this  had  been  all  along  of  very  great  Be¬ 
nefit  to  him,  and  tho*  the  Caboceiro  did  not  enter 
in  every  Refpedt  into  his  Views,  he  had  made  him 
iubfervient  to  his  carrying  into  Execution  moil  ol 
his  Projects,  by  which  himfelf  and  h:s  Affociatcs 
had  gained  the  Reputation  of  being  among  the 
Number  of  the  mod  clcar-fighted  and  adrokTraders 
that  ever  vifited  the  Coaft  of  Guinea*  Vvhai; 
Returns  both  the  old  Cabocier  and  his  Son  have 
met  with  for  their  Friendships,  Hofpitality  and 
Favours,  the  World  is  not  unacquainted  with 
and  what  Right  they  have  to  treat  with  the  molt 
ignominious  and  contemptible  Language  the  Ne¬ 
groes  in  general.  Mankind  will  likewife  judge. 
But  fuppofing  them  as  low  and  mean  as  thoie 
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who  hate  and  dcfpife  them  mod:  can  represent 
them  i  this  can  afford  no  J unification  tor  deceiv¬ 
ing  or  maltreating  them.  There  is  certainly  no 
Credit  to  be  acquired  by  outwitting  the  Igno¬ 
rant,  nor  will  it  prove  a  Recommendation  in  any 
Country  under  the  Cope  of  Heaven,  for  Men 
who  have  had  a  good  Education*  to  compafs  their 
own  Ends  by  impofmg  falfe  Colours  upon  luck 
as  they  look  upon  as  beneath  them  in  every  Re- 
fpect.  What  Grounds  there  is  for  this  Opinion, 
or  how  Man  can  differ  from  Man,  but  by  the 
fuperior  Virtues  of  the  Mind,  the  beft  Judges 
will  find  it  hard  to  diftinguifli,  fince  as  to  all  other 
Advantages  they  are  rnecrly  accidental,  and  he 
who  makes  the  beft  ufe  of  them  is  the  Man, 
let  his  Complexion  be  black  or  while. 

At  length  the  Time  came  that  the  Captain  had 
finifh’d  his  Affairs  upon  the  Goaft,  and  was  to 
leave  ir,  which  gave  great  Pleafure  to  all  Parties 
the  old  Man  was  defirous  that  his  Son  fhould  go 
fpeedily,  that  he  might  have  the  better  Chance  of 
living  to  fee  him  return  Home.  The  iprightly 
Youth,  full  of  the  fond  Hopes  of  feeing  the 
World,*  was  impatient  to  depart  *,  the  Captain  gave 
not  the  leaft  Check  to  their  Hopes,  but  on  the 
contrary,  continued  to  inspire  his  Pupil  with  a 
paffionate  Defire  of  viewing  all  the  Beauties  of  an 
Hand  the  molt  celebrated  in  the  known  World. 
His  Condudt  was  in  every  refpedf  as  kind  as  it  had 
ever  beeny  and  indeed  the  noble  Youth  does  him 
even  now  the  Juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
had  no  Hard  (hips  to  complain  of  in  the  Railage, 
and  that  on  the  contrary,  he  treated  him  with  all 
the  Tendernefs,-  all  the  Attention  of  a  Father. 

This 
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This  no  doubt  confirmed  him  entirely  in  th6fe  | 
Sentiments  of  Refpeft  and  Veneration,  which  he 
had  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  have  for  his  Fa-  f 
ther’s  Friend,  and  kept  even  the  flighteft  Sufpi-  j 
cion  from  entering  into  his  Thoughts.  Under  j 
this  happy  Delufion  he  compleatcd  his  Voyage  J 
from  the  Road  of  Annamdboe ,  to  Bridge-Town  j 
in  Barbadoes  -9  nor  was  he  undeceived  even  there.  | 
The  very  fame  Behaviour  was  kept  up  to  the  ; 
laft,  and  the  unfortunate  Youth  had  not  the  leaf 
Forefight  of  the  impending  Evil,  till  like  a  Tor¬ 
rent  it  came  pouring  upon  him  all  at  once  ;  and  but 
for  the  Interpofition  of  Providence*  had  irretrieva¬ 
bly  buried  him  in  Mifery  and  Delpair. 

When  the  Captain  had  fold  hifn,  and  he  was 
put  into  a  Boat  to  be  carried  to  jhis  Matter,  he 
thought  he  was  going  on  board  the  Ship  that  was 
to  carry  him  to  England.  But  what  Language  can 
exprefs  his  Surprize,  when  from  the  rough  Ufage 
that  he  met  with  from  two  Slaves  that  were  in 
the  Boat,  he  had  no  Room  left  him  to  doubt 
that  his  Condition  was  the  fame  with  theirs  ?  It 
mutt  be  left  to  the  Reader’s  Imagination  to  frame 
a  Notion  of  his  Diftrefs,  which  will  be  lb  much 
the  harder,  as  the  Freedom  and  Happinefs  of  our 
Situation  hinders  us  from  ever  beholding  a  Sight 
that  any  way  relembles  it.  It  mutt  affuredly  have 
ftruck  him  with  a  Horror,  for  white  Men  in  ge¬ 
neral  5  have  filled  his  Mind  at  once  with  as  black 
Thoughts  of  them,  and  with  better  Foundation 
than  feme  of  theie,  affedb  to  have  for.thofe  of  his 
Country  with  very  little  Caufe. 

But  whatever  his  Thoughts,  whatever  his  Re- 
flexions  might  be,  they  left  him  fcarce  a  glim* 
mering  of  Hope,  diftant  from  Home,  far  from 

Father, 
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Father,  Family,  or  Friends-,  betrayed  and  aban¬ 
doned  by  him  whom  he  had  always  eftecmed  his 
Ptotedtor  j  and  this  in  the  very  Dawn  of  Life* 
.He  had  before  him  a  Profpedt  fo  gloomy^  that  he 
flood  in  need  of  fuperior  Greatnefs  of  Mind  to 
bear  the  Shock  without  finking  under  it,  or  tak¬ 
ing  fome  defpcrate  Method  to  remove  the  Load™ 
It  was  fome  Relief  to  him  that  he  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  a  Gentleman  of  diftinguifhed  Charac¬ 
ter,  where  he  was  treated  with  much  Humanity.; 
.which  abated  fomewhat  of  the  Bitternefs  of  that 
Hidden  and  undeferved  Reverfe  of  Fortune,  revived 
him  a  little,  and  encouraged  him  to  breathe  and 
live.  This  by  Degrees  gave  him  Leifure  to  look 
round  him,  to  compare  his  paft  and  prelent  Con¬ 
dition,  and  to  furniQi  himfelf  with  the  beft  Helps 
that  Refledlion  and  Experience  could  fugged  to¬ 
wards  his  Amufement  and  Relief. 

He  faw  numbers  in  the  like  Condition,  from  a 
Variety  of  Accidents,  but  none  of  them  in  any 
Degree  comparable  to  that  which  had  brought  this 
heavy  Lot  upon  him.  He  was  afhanlea  however 
to  fhew  lefs  Courage  than  the  reft,  or  not  to  op- 
pofe  Misfortune  with  equal  Steadinefs  of  Mind  5 
he  refolved  therefore  to  bear,  tho*  he  could  not 
be  reconciled  to  his  Fate,  and  to  fuftain  without 
complaining  a  Calamity  it  was  out  of  his  Power 
to  remove.  In  this  fad  State  his  Innocence  af¬ 
forded  him  the  only  Confolation  5  it  was  a  Satis¬ 
faction  -  that  he  had  not  drawn  this  upon  himfelf, 
and  by  Degrees  the  Fairnefs  and  Mildnefs  of  his 
Behaviour*  procured  other  Alleviations  of  that 
galling  Yoke.,  But  neither  Time  nor  thefe  tran- 
fient  Comforts,  could  fo  far  diffipate  the  Senfe  of 
his  Condition,  as  to  remove  that  Melancholy 
G  which 


.which  followed  his  firit  Confternation  ;  but  as  this 
.was  not  attended  with  anyTindture  of  Sullennelsor 
Obitinacy,  it  rather  heightened  than  abated  his 
other  good  Qualities,  which  gained  him  univerfal 
Efteem,  while  in  the  low  State  of  a  Siavc. 

The~Captain,  to  cover  this  Matter  in  the  beft 
Manner  pofilble,  either  about  the  Time,  or  foon 
after  his  felling  his  Pupil,  tranfmitted  to  the  Cabo- 
ceiro  of  Annamaboe ,  an  Account  current,  upon  the 
l  oot  of  which  he  was  confiderably  in  his  Debt  *,  the 
Juftice  of  this  however  he  has  fince  controverted. 
But  be  the  Matter  how  it  will,  it  feems  very  clear, 
that  both  Parties  knew  one  another  well  enough 
to  give  Credit  at  other  Times ;  fo  that  there 
could  be  no  Catife  for  proceeding  with  that  amaz¬ 
ing  Severity  at  this  Juncture  :  it  is  alfo  apparent, 
that  if  procuring  Satisfaction  for  his  Debt  was  all 
rhe  Captain  had  in  View,  he  might  as  well  have 
obtained  it  by  keeping  the  young  Man  in  his  Cuf- 
rody,  till  the  Father  had  ladsfied  his  Agents  *  but 
to  proceed  in  fo  abrupt,  fo  Arrange,  and  fo  clan- 
deftine  a  Manner,  affords  fufficient  Light  For  the 
World  to  judge  of  the  Nature  of  this  Tranfadtion. 
However,  not  long  after  this  the  Captain  died, 
and  left  the  young  African  in  Cicumftances  as  mi- 
lerablc,  and  at  defperate  as  could  be  imagined 
for  lie  was  not  only  a  Slave,  but  a  Slave  at  fuch  a 
Diflance  from  his  Country,  Father,  and  Friends, 
and  lb  totally  deprived  of  the  Means  of  communi¬ 
cating  to  them  his  Condition,  that  if  his  Relief  had 
in  any  degree  depended  upon  his  own  Abilities  to 
promote  ir,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  had  lived  and 
died  in  that  deplorable  Condition. 

Yet  if  the  Author  of  his  Misfortune  had  beer* 
fo  picafed,  he  .might  have  prevented  this,  by  giv- 
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mg  the  old  Caboceiro  fuch  Lights  as  would 
have  put  it  in;  his  Power  to  have  redeemed 
his  Son ;  or  it  may  be,  if  he  had  afted  inge- 
nuoutly  with,  the  Gentleman  to  whom  he  fold 
him  at  Barbadoes ,  the  lame  might  have  been 
brought  to  pafs  *  but  by  doing  neither,  he  plain¬ 
ly  Ihewed,  chat,  in  his  Opinion,  all  Blacks  were, 
dcftined  to  be  Slaves ;  and  this  ’therefore  fatisfied 
him,  that  he  had. -only  left  the  Youth,  for  whom 
he  profeffed  fo  much  Friendfhip,  in  his  proper 
Situation..  But  it  is  now  Time  to  leave  the  young; 
Man  for  the  prefent,  and  return  to  Africa ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  oblerve  by  what  (trange  and  fecret  .Steps  di¬ 
vine  Providence  provided  for  the  extricating  out 
of  his  Misfortunes  an  innocent  Youth,  unable  to 
help  himfelf. 

The  French  continued  to  keep  up  their  Intjim.acy 
and  dole  Correfpondence  with  the  Caboceiro  of 
Annamaboey  in  which  they  had  all  along  fo  much 
found  their  Account and  as,  after  the  Departure 
of  the  Captain,  the  feparate  Traders  did  not  fa 
much  frequent  the  Coaft,  the  Commerce  of  Annama- 
bpe  fell  almoflt  wholly  into  the  Hands  of  the  French^. 
which,  as  it  was  very  natural,  gave  great  Diftafte 
to  the  Servants  of  the  Royal  African  Company, 
who  confidering  the  then  Situation  of  Things,  very 
reaibnably  expedted  their  Affairs  fhould  have  taken 
rather  a  better  than  a  worfe  Turn.  They  did  not 
fpare  either  Endeavours  or  Expostulations  with 
the  Caboceiro,  but  to  very  little  Purpole.  At  firft, 
indeed,,  he  gave  them  good  Words,  but  by  De¬ 
grees  all  Ceremonies  were  dropped,  and  he  told 
them  very  plainly,  that  he  did  no  more  than  he 
had  a  Right  to  do  >  and  that  he  meant  for  the  fu- 
Q  2  ttire 
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tore  to  deal  not  only  on  what  Terms,  and  in  what 
Manner,  but  with  whom  he  pleafed. 

This  Declaration  needed  no  Commentary  ;  and 
therefore  thofe  who  were  intruded  with  tht  Afri¬ 
can  Company’s  Concerns,  refolved,  as  the  News 
of  the  War  between  the  two  Nations  was  arrived, 
and  one  of  his  Britanniek  Majedy’s  Ships  adtually 
upon  the  Coad,  to  recur  to  the  only  Means  now 
left  to  fet  Affairs  to  rights,  which  was  Force.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  the  Requeft  of  one  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  principal  Agents,  the  King’s  Frigate  flood 
in  as  near  the  Town  of  Anmmaboe ,  as  could  be 
done  with  Safety,  and  began  to  fi*e  upon  it.  This 
nad  the  defiredEffeft,  at  lead:  in  Appearance •,  for 
the  Caboceiro  complied  with  the  Terms  prefcribed  * 
and,  as  he  faid,  lent  all  the  French  Traders  out  of 
the  Place  \  which  however  was  afterwards  dif- 
covered  to  be  no  more  than  a  temporary  Ex¬ 
pedient,  fjnce  he  only  concealed  their  Perfons  and 
Effedts  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Man  of  War  went 
oft  the  Coad:,  and  then  they  appeared  and  traded 
again  as  openly  as  ever,  from  a  full  Perfuafion 
that  the  Danger  was  over  -9  and  that  for  the  future 
they  had  nothing  farther  to  fear. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  another  of 
his  Majedy’s  Ships  arrived  upon  the  Coad,  to 
the  Captain  of  which  the  like  Application  was 
made  on  the  African  Company’s  Behalf,  and  as 
readily  complied  with.  The  Company’s  Agent  at 
this  time  embarked  on  board  the  Veffel,  and  after 
a^brifk  cannonading  had  put  the  Place  into  much 
confufion,  he  took  an  Opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  a  Servant  on  fhore  in  whom  he  could  confide, 
with  a  Meflage  to  the  Caboceiro ,  importing,  that 
*3  he  had  always  valued  himfelf  upon  being  an 
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Engtifhnmi,  and  that  the  Nation  was- now  at  War 
with  t lie  French^  it  was  not  only  improper  but 
unlawful  for  him  to  correfpond  with  them.  At  the 
fame  time  he  put  him  in  mind  of  his  former 
good  Correfpondence  with  the  Company,  the 
fincere  Regard  they  had  always  fhewn  for  him,  and 
the  great  readinels  on  their  Part  to  forget  what  was 
pad,  and  to  renew1  their  old  Friendfhip. 

The  Ncgroe  Caboceiro  received  their  MefTage1 
with  great  chearfulnefs  and  fatisfaftipn  ;  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  Cafe  was  very  fairly  dated,  but 
infilled  upon  the  kind  Ufage  his  Son  had  met 
with"  in  France ,  and  the  Outrage  and  Infult  that 
had  been  offered- him  by  the  Captain,  who,. un¬ 
der  Colour  of  carrying  his  Child  to  be  educated  in 
England,  had  fold  him  for  a  Slave,  which  Fa& 
he  looked  upon  as  fufRcient  to  releafe  him  from  all 
former  Obligations.  However,  in  regard  he  was 
ftill  an  Englijhman ,  he  was  highly  pleafed  to  find 
that  he  was  treated  as  fuch  *5  and  that,  provided 
;  fatisfaftion  was  made  for  the  Tnjuftice  that  . had 
been  done  him,  he  was  very  willing  that  Things 
between  them  fhould  be  once  more  let  upon  their 
former  Foot,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of  Force 
to  compel  him  to  a  Meafure,'  which  was  of  ali 
others  the  moil  fuitable  to  his  natural  Inclination. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  this  was  a  iatisfaftory  An- 
fwer,  and  gave  Grounds  fufRcient  to  enter  into  a 
Negotiation. 

The  Terms  of  the  new  Agreement  were  not 
long  in  fettling  ;  for  old  Friendships  are  fome- 
times  like  old  China,  when  the  Pieces  are  properly 
applied  and  well  rivetted  they  are  ftronger  than  at 
firft.  It  was  promifed  to  the  Caboceiro  John,  that 
the  Company  ’would  enquire  after  and  recover  Jiis 
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Son,  than  he  fhould  be  carried  to  England  and  taken  I 
care  of  there,  after  which  he  fhould  be  alfo  fent  lafely 
ho me. .  All  other  Difputes  were  likewiie  regulated 
to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  the  Parties,  the  Cabo- 
ceiroonly  infifting  that  no  Violence  fhould  be  offered 
to  chePerfons  of  the  French  Traders, whom,  under 
Colour  of  being  forced  to  it  by  the  Englijh,  he  cut 
off’  from  ail  Commerce,  and  thereby  compelled 
them  to  furrender  to  the  Company’s  Servants,  by 
whom  they  were  fent,  as  had  been  ftipulated,  in 
great  fafety  down  to  Why  daw.  I 

Thus  this  Affair  terminated  much  to  the  Ad-  I 
vantage  of  the  Company,  but  fo  that  they  were  J 
obliged  to  take  upon  them  the  fatisfaction  of  an  In-  j 
jury  in  which  they  had  not  the  lead  Concern  ;  and 
to  this  the  Company  will  be  always  liable,  becaufe 
in  Africa ,  as  well  as  in  England ,  they  are  confi- 
dered  as  a  corporate  Body,  to  which  Application 
may  be  always  made,  and  who  are  at  all  Times 
anfwerable  to  the  feveral  Negroe  Governments  up¬ 
on  the  Coaft  for  the  Conduct  and  Behaviour  of  j 
the  Britifh  Nation,  which  is  a  Point  highly  de-  j 
ferving  Notice. 

Before  we  come  to  mention  the  finding  and  r«- 
deeming  the  Son  of  the  Cahoceiro  of  Annamaboe , 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  a  fignal  Inftance  of 
Generofity  of  Mind,  and  a  truly  great.  Spirit,  in  the 
Father  of  the  fprightly  Negroe ,  who  lives  with  our 
young  Herons  his  Companion.  This  Man  in  his 
own  Country  is  ftiled  the  Englijb  Cahoceiro  %  for  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  tho’  John  Corrente  is  ftiled 
the  Cahoceiro ,  by  way  of  Excellence  or  Diftinftion, 
the  old  Term  of  Braffo  not  being,  now  much  in 
ufe  •,  yet  he  governs  his  little  Territory  by  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  the  other  Heads  of  Families,  who  are  alio 

ftiled 
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liiled  Cahoteiros ,  and  who  form  a  Council,  that, 
in  a  politer  State,  would  be  called  a  Senate  or 
Regency. 

Amongft  thefe  fome  are  particularly  appointed 
for  the  managing  and  trania&ing  Affairs  with  dif¬ 
ferent  Nations,  and  hence  the  Title  of  the  Englijh 
Caboceiro  is  beftowed  upon  him  who  manages 
with  the  Englijh  Company,  and  confers,  as  Oc- 
cafion  requires,  with  their  Agents  and  Servants, 
This  Man  having  always  profeffed  a  fincere  and 
hearty  Regard  for  our  Nation,  applied  himfelf  to 
the  Gentleman  who  negotiated  and  concluded  the 
Agreement  that  has  been  juft  mentioned ;  and 
after  previoufly  obferving  how  much  Credit  the 
French  had  obtained  by  their  good  Ufage  of  one 
of  his  Countrymen,  and  what  an  Odium  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  Englijh ,  on  the  fcore  of  felling 
that  young  Man’s  Brother,  he  told  him,  he  had  a 
Propofal  to  make,  which  was  this  *,  That  as  it  was 
impoffible  to  forefee  what  Difficulties  would  arife 
in  executing  literally  what  had  been  premifed  to 
John  Corrente ,  he  voluntarily  offered  his  own 
Son  to  accompany  him  to  England ,  chat  it  might 
appear  they  had  ftill  a  Confidence  in  the  Nation, 
and  the  Company  *  nor  did  he  give  himfelf  any 
Concern  about  the  manner  of  his  Treatment,  which 
he  left  entirely  to  the  good  Pleafure  of  the  Perfon 
to  whom  he  recommended  him.  46  But,  [aid  he , 
“  when  he  comes  back,  be  fure  to  afford  him  a 
<c  Lace  Coat ,  at  leaft  as  fine  as  that  which  was 
u  beftowed  by  the  French ,  that  our  People  here 
“  may  be  undeceived,  and  freed  from  their  Pre- 
u  judices  in  favour  of  the  one,  and  to  the  diicredit 
“  of  the  other  Nation.  This,  continued  he,  is  the 
“  only  Method  I  can  contrive  for  the  Service  of 
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4t  thofe  to  whom  I  have  always  profefled  ^Friend- 
46  fhip*  and  Hull  efteem  it.  my  greateft  Happinefs 
44  if  one  of  my  Family  can  in  any  Degree  contribute 
44  to  reftore  the  good  Opinion*  chat  I  could  always 
44  wifh  my  Countrymen  might  entertain  of  the 
44  People  of  England” 

This  was  certainly  as  clear  and  fignal  a  Proof 
of  Gratitude  and  Reipect,  as  it  was  in  the  Power 
of  Man  to  give,  and  is  a  liifficienc  Demonftration 
of  the  important  Conlequences  that  attend  a  judi¬ 
cious  and  humane  Behaviour  towards  dillant  and 
barbarous  Nations ;  a  Thing  long  ago  obferved, 
and  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  beft  Writers 
upon  Trade*  and  more  efpecially  by  Sir  Jcfmb 
Child ,  than  whom  no  Man  ever  underftood  the 
Subject  better.  We  may  therefore  very  readily 
imagine  that  the  Offer  was  willingly  embraced,  and 
the  ftrongeft  AiTurances  given  to  the  FngliJhCa- 
boceiro,  that  his  Son  fhould  be  well  treated,  fent 
home  fafe,  and  that  the  Point  of  the  laced  Coat* 
fhould  alfo  be  properly  attended  to. 

To  fome  indeed  thefe  will  appear  very  trivial 
Things,  and  by  them  lfnall  Regard  will  be  had 
to  a  People  capable  of  being  influenced,  even  in 
the  moft  important  Affairs,  by  Circumftances  of 
to  little  Momenr.  But  Perfons  of  ftronger  Heads 
will  fee  it  in  another  Light ;  and  find  no  Difficulty 
in  difeovering,  that  with  all  the  Advantages  of 
Sagacity  and  Politenefs,  other  Nations  are  as  much 
affedled  by  Things  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  as 
little  Signicance  *  for  what  are  thofe  great  Points,  of 
Stile,  Rank,  and  Ceremony  in  all  publick  Nego¬ 
tiations,  but  laced  Coats ,  if  beheld  in  a  critical  and 
impartial  View  ? 
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When  the  Seafon  come  in  which  this  Agent  of 
the  Royal  African  Company  was  to  return  to  the 
Wef  Indies,  and  from  thence  to  take  his  Paffage 
home*  the  Englijk  Caboceiro,  in  drift  Compli¬ 
ance  with  his  Promife,  ient  his  Son  along  with  him, 
who  was  treated  in  the  Voyage,  as  he  has  been 
ever  fince,  with  all  the  Kindnefs  and  Regard  pof- 
iible.  Upon  their  Arrival  at  Barbadoes ,  the  Son 
of  the  Caboceiro  of  Annamaboe  was  without  much 
Difficulty  found,  and  a  valuable  Confideration  being, 
given  to  the  Gentleman  who  bought  him,  he  was 
happily  reftored  to  Liberty,  and  to  his  former 
good  Opinion  of  the  Candour  of  the  Britijh  Na¬ 
tion,  For  the  Pains  taken  on  his  Behalf,  and  the 
great  Zeal  expreffed  to  wipe  off  the  Afperfion. 
©ccafioned  by  his  ill  Ufage,  fatisfied  him  fully 
that  his.  Misfortune  befel  him  from  the  Difpofition 
of  a  Angle  Perfcn,  and  was  entirely  disapproved  by 
Englijhmen  of  every  Denomination  *  thofe  even  of 
the  loweft  Rank  exprcffing  a  juft  Difdain  of  fuch 
iniquitous  Praftices ;  not  more  incompatible  with 
the  Doftrines  of  Religion,  or  the  Principles  of 
Morality,  than  with  the  natural  Candour  and  Ge- 
nerofity  of  a  true  Englijl?  Soul  ;  to  which,  the. 
young  Prince  has  been  clearly  convinced  that  the 
Ufage  he  met  with  was  no  juft  Exception. 

After  he  was  once  reftored  to  his  Freedom, 
-Hnd  the  Nature  of  his  Cafe  became  publick,  every 
,body  expreffed  an  Inclination  to  fee  him,  and  .all: 
who  faw  him  were  charmed  with  his  Behaviour 
and  Addrefs.  He  was  continually  expatiating  on. 
die  Juftice,  Kindnefs,  and  Gcodnefs  of  thofe  who 
had  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  find  him  out  in  .  his 
low  Condition,  and  to  deliver  him  from  the  Load 
hi*  Misfortunes  j  but  he  rather  affefted  Silence 
H  with 
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with  Refpedt  to  the  Author  of  them*  and  whea- 
ever  he  was  obliged  to  mention  him;  did,  it  ^not 
only  without  any  Marks  of  an  outragious  Rcfeht- 
ment,  but  with  a  Decency  that  could  fcarce  be 
expedled5  and  as  if  he  was  confcious  that  no  Ex¬ 
aggeration  could  make  a  more  lafting  Impreffion, 
than  the  fimple  and  naked  Relation  of  the  Fad: 
itfelf ;  in  this  without  doubt  he  has  thoroughly 
fucceeded  ;  for  all  Men  of  good  Senfe9  and  good 
Nature,  which  takes  in  all  who  feel  the  Weight 
of  what  others  have  unjuftly  fiiffered,  are  more 
affedted  by  their  own  Reflections,  than  by  the 
paflionate  Expreflions,  even  of  the  inoft  juftifiable 
Refentment. 

Upon  his  coming  to  England  his  Cafe  was  pro¬ 
perly  reprefented,  and  the  Fadts  relating  to  it  juft- 
fied  by  all  the  neceffary  Teftimonies  that  the 
lingular  and  extraordinary  Nature  of  them,  and  the 
various  Circumftances  that  attended  them,  requir¬ 
ed,  and  which  have  entitled  him  to  that  high 
Protection,  that  generous  and  kind  Notice  which 
has  been  taken  of  him,  by  thofe  who  have  a  be¬ 
coming  Concern  for  natural  Equity  and  Juftice, 
as  well  as  for  the  Reputation  and  Honour  of  the 
Britijh  People,  This,  as  every  Meafure  of  the 
Kind  will  be,  has  been  received  with  a  Voice  of 
univerfal  Applaufe  ;  the  Nation  has  ratified  and 
confirmed  the  Rectitude  of  this  Attention  fhewn 
by  the  Government,  and  have  taken  a  juft  Share 
in  that  wife  and  well-judged  Companion,  which 
the  Cafe  of  this  noble  and  unfortunate  Stranger  fo 
apparently  deferved* 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  a  Conduct  fo  rational  in 
itfelf  is  not  without  a  Precedent  even  in  t  he  prefent 
Reign,  tho*  in  favour  of  a  Perfon  of  Ids  Confe- 

quencc. 
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qiience.  "Wh#  ^ie  King  of  Dahoms  conquered 
Whydaw,  carr»ed  away  not  only  Multitudes  of 
the  Nar5'®*  ^ut  a^°  an  Englifhmany  whom  they 
}jad  iery  unjuftly  made  Prifoner,  one  Capt.  Lamlt> 
th@fih  the  African  Company’s  Service,  he  treat¬ 
ed  him  very  kindly,  and  after  along  Captivity 
di/miffed  him  freely  with  conliderable  Prefents  j 
and  upon  his  Promife  of  returning  to  him,  allow¬ 
ed  him  to  take  one  of  his  Negroe  Subjefts  called 
fomo,  as  his  Servant,  It  leems  the  Captain  did 
not  care  to  run  the  Hazard  of  putting  himfelf 
once  more  into  the  Hands  of  a  Conqueror,  whofe 
Temper  was  none  of  the  mildeft ;  and  who  was 
apt  to  commit  great  Cruelties  from  Caprice ;  but 
however  he  ought  certainly  to  have  lent  back 
fomo  ;  and  his  not  doing  it,  gave  juft  Reafon  to 
the  Negroe  Monarch  to  be  very  much  offended, 
as  he  really  was.  It  was  feme  Years  before  this 
Matter  was  clearly  underftood  in  England ;  but  as 
foon  as  it  was  underftood,  and  fomo  brought  by 
his  Mafter  to  London ,  due  Enquiry  was  made,  the 
Negro  difcharged  from  his  Service,  proper  Care 
taken  of  him  while  he  remained  here ;  and  as 
foon  as  it  could  be  conveniently  done,  he  was  fenc 
home  again,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Government, 
as  it  was  highly  fitting  that  he  Ihould. 

Thefe  are  Matters  that  will  always  claim  a  fuit- 
able  Regard,  not  only  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  to 
whom  fuch  Civilities  are  done,  but  for  our  own. 
And  as  there  is  no  Country  to  which  the  Fame  of 
the  Britifh  Nation  has  not  been  carried  by  the 
Power  of  our  Naval  Force,  or  by  the  Induftry  of 
our  Merchants,  it  imports  us  not  a  little,  that  our 
Humanity  and  Juftice  Ihould  be  as  extenfive,  as 
eichert  he  Terror  of  our  Navies,,  or  the  Attention 
II  2  we 
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we  have  to  Trade.  It  is  of  as  grc.„  Confequenoc.  9 
to  be  efteemed,  and  to  be  loved,  as  tv.  be  dreaded  I 
or  revered  •,  the  former  is,  and  ought  «v  be  the 
natural  Effefts  of  our  own  Inclinations ;  th^  latter 
can  only  be  right  when  it  is  juftified  by  the  TJif. 
refpedt  or  Injuries  we  receive  from  others. 

All  Angular  and  furprifing  Accidents  have  a 
general  Influence,  for  the  prefent ;  they  employ 
every  Tongue,  they  affedl  every  Mind  when  they 
happen ;  yet  Senfations  of  this  Sort  are  momen¬ 
tary,  and  univerfal  Oblivion,  in.  a  fhort  Spac$  of 
Time,  fucceeds  to  univerfal  Admiration  :.  But 
this  is  fometiraes  not  at  all  expedient  \  for  in  many 
Cafes  it  is  very  requifite  that  fuch  Phenomena 
fhould  be  cautioufly  examined,  and  fincerely  and 
circumftantially  recorded.  At  leaft,  thefe  Things 
appear  in  this  Light  to  thofe  Minds  that  recoiled 
the  Difturbance  it  has  frequently  given  them  to.  ! 
meet  only  with  broken  Hints,  and  irreconcileablc 
Circumftances  of  Matters  that  have  happened  in 
paft  Times,  which  they  would  be  willing  to  com¬ 
prehend  more  fully.  This  inclines  People  of  fuch 
a  Difpofition  to  provide  againft  the  Dilappointment 
of  Men  of  the  fame  Turn  in  fucceeding  Times;, 
which  it  is  prefumed  will  appear  not  only  a  rational,, 
but  a  laudable  Species  of  induftrious  Curiofity. 

The  Subjed  of  this  fhort  Difcourfe  is  as  good 
an  Inftance  as  can  be  given  of  the  Kind,  in  as  much, 
as  in  its, Certainty  and  Importance  it  is  to  the  full  as 
eonfiderable  as  in  Singularity.  The  greateft  and  the 
belt  People  in  the  Kingdom  have  thought  it  worthy 
of  their  Enquiry,  and  their  Enquiries  have  been 
conftantiy  fucceeded  by  an  entire  Satisfa&ion 
their  Eyes,  their  Ears,  their  Senfes,  and  their  Un¬ 
derstanding  have  been  equally  gratified  and  our 

African. 
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African  Prince  has  appeared  fuch  From  the  Grace* 
fulnefs  of  Ks  Perfon,  the  Noblenefs  of  his  Senti¬ 
ments,  the  Modefty  of  his  Deportment,  and  the 
grateful  Acknowledgments  he  continually  exprefles 
for  the  Juftice  that  has  been  done  him,  and  the 
Favours  that  he  has  received  :  Circumftances  that 
amount  to  a  kind  of  natural  I'urionftration ;  and 
which,  without  exceeding  the  Bow«js  0f  Truth- 
may  be  faid  to  have  fpread  umverfaj  '’onvKKon 
amongft  all  who  are  not  wilfully  blind  ana  . 
and  who  lie  open  only  to  Conviction  of  anottw. 
Kind, 
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